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Question 2 
 

6 points (3 + 2 + 1) 
 

 
 
(a) 3 points: 

• One point is earned for a correctly labeled market graph, showing the equilibrium price and 
quantity, Pm and Qm. 

• One point is earned for showing a MSB curve above a MPB curve and for showing the socially 
optimal quantity, Qs. 

• One point is earned for shading the area representing the deadweight loss. 
 
(b) 2 points: 

• One point is earned for showing an effective (binding) price ceiling below Pm. 
• One point is earned for stating that the price ceiling will increase the deadweight loss, because 

providers will decrease the quantity of education offered. 
 
(c) 1 point: 

• One point is earned for stating that the new equilibrium quantity will be greater than Qm.  



© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® MICROECONOMICS 
2011 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B) 

 

© 2011 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 6 
 
The student answers all parts of the question correctly and so earned all 6 points. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 4 
 
The student lost 1 point in part (a) for shading an incorrect deadweight loss area. The student lost 1 point 
in part (b) for stating that the “price ceiling will decrease the deadweigh [sic] loss.”   
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 2 
 
The student received 1 point in part (b) for correctly drawing the price ceiling. One point in part (c) was 
earned for concluding that the “new equilibrium quantity will be greater than Qm.”    
 


