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Question 6 
 

Analyze the ways in which the ideas of seventeenth-century thinkers John Locke and Isaac 
Newton contributed to the ideas of eighteenth-century Enlightenment thinkers. 
 
9–8 Points 

• The essay provides a sophisticated thesis that is clearly stated, addressing BOTH Locke and 
Newton and how they influenced Enlightenment thinkers.  

• The organization is clear and effective.  
• The essay is well balanced and connects BOTH Locke and Newton to TWO or more Enlightenment 

thinkers. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by MULTIPLE pieces of relevant evidence. 
• The essay may contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• The essay provides a good thesis that is clearly stated, addressing BOTH Locke and Newton and 
how they influenced Enlightenment thinkers. 

• The organization is clear and effective. 
• The essay is well balanced with BOTH Locke and Newton connected to at least ONE thinker of the 

Enlightenment. 
• Assertions in the essay are supported by at least TWO pieces of evidence. 
• The essay may contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points  

• The essay provides an adequate thesis that is clearly stated but uneven, OR the thesis tends to just 
reword the question.  

• The organization is unbalanced and not necessarily effective. The essay tends to focus just on 
Locke and ONE Enlightenment thinker or just on Newton and ONE Enlightenment thinker. 

• Major assertions are supported by at least ONE piece of evidence. 
• The essay presents a mostly factual narrative with little analysis. 
• The essay may contain minor errors that do not get in the way of the argument. 

 
3–2 Points  

• The thesis tends to restate the question OR there is no thesis. 
• The organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• The essay shows serious and major imbalance. 
• The essay may make ONE reference to either Locke or Newton. 
• The essay may mention ONE Enlightenment thinker in passing but never develops the 

connections. 
• Supporting evidence is weak or nonexistent. 
• Statements are superficial and general without any factual support. 
• Little historical evidence is presented. 
• Little or no analysis is presented. 
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Question 6 (continued) 
 
1–0 Points  

• There is no thesis. 
• The organization is poor. 
• The essay is off task and nonresponsive to the question. 
• There are no connections or analysis. 
• There is little or no evidence of any understanding. 
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Question 6 — Historical Background Notes 
 
The question is a mainstream topic that is covered in depth in the major textbooks. While the texts for the 
most part discuss Newton and Locke separately, in the Enlightenment chapters they actually tend to lay 
out the connections between Locke, Newton and the Enlightenment. As a result, students should be well 
prepared to address the tasks presented by this question. 
 
Locke’s ideas are presented as stemming from his two major works, The Second Treatise on Civil 
Government and Essay Concerning Human Understanding. In the Second Treatise Locke declares that 
government is set up to protect life, liberty and property. He notes that all men have natural rights 
(because man has the ability to reason) and that people have the right of rebellion if government becomes 
too tyrannical. Here Locke links economic liberty and private property with political freedom limiting 
voting rights to property owners. 
 
In Locke’s Essay he notes that all ideas are derived from experience. The mind is a blank slate (tabula 
rasa), and human development is determined by educational and social institutions. He believed that 
people were reasonable and authority rested in the hands of the majority who owned property. 
 
The texts portray Newton as the “greatest and rarest genius that ever rose for the instruction of the human 
species.” Newton, a devout if unorthodox Christian, noted that his works were directed toward explaining 
God’s message (religion was necessary). His ability to explain planetary motion and motion on Earth gave 
science, and through it reason, enormous prestige throughout the West. 
 
The texts clearly link both Newton and Locke to the Enlightened philosophes by declaring that they were 
enchanted by the grand Newtonian design of the world-machine and Locke’s practical and reasonable 
view of government. The philosophes were convinced that by following the reasoning of these men they 
could come to discover the natural laws that governed politics, economics, justice, religion and the arts. 
 
Several Enlightened writers are commonly connected to Locke and Newton. 
• David Hume refers to life as only a collection of experiences. He notes that reason cannot tell man 

anything about things for which the individual has no experiences. 
• Madame du Chatelet translated Newton’s Principia for the French, thus making the Englishman’s 

knowledge available for French writers to draw upon for guidance. 
• Voltaire declared Newton history’s “greatest man.” He mixed Newton’s glorification of science and 

reason with an appeal for better individuals and institutions. Voltaire defended Newton against the 
authorities of the times who saw his individualism as a threat to authority. Additionally he used 
Locke’s virtues to attack Catholic bigotry. 

• Montesquieu in his writings attacked traditional religious institutions and advocated religious 
toleration; he denounced slavery through the use of reason (Locke) and in his Spirit of the Laws applied 
natural law and reason to the relationship of government and law. 

• Denis Diderot championed Deism, a religious view held by most philosophes that was built on 
Newton’s natural laws. 
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Question 6 
 
Sample: 6A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis of this essay addresses both aspects of the question. It presents a sophisticated discussion of 
Locke with multiple pieces of supporting evidence, connecting Locke to both Rousseau and Diderot. The 
discussion of Newton is adequate, with supporting evidence provided. The essay connects Newton to 
Voltaire, though much of the discussion is on Deism. This essay is a bit unbalanced, tending to focus more 
on Locke than on Newton, but it is more sophisticated and insightful than essays that earned lower scores.  
 
Sample: 6B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay provides a solid thesis. It discusses the contributions of both Locke and Newton. It provides 
multiple examples to support the discussion of Locke, who is connected to two Enlightenment thinkers, 
Montesquieu and Rousseau. Multiple examples also support the discussion of Newton. There is no 
connection made, however, between Newton and Enlightenment thinkers. This essay did not earn a 
higher score because of the failure to link Newton to the Enlightenment. However, it has a sophisticated 
discussion of both Locke and Newton and makes good connections between Locke and the Enlightenment 
 
Sample: 6C 
Score: 1 
 
The thesis of this essay merely restates the question. The essay is too brief and underdeveloped. It shows 
no evidence of any effort or any deep understanding of the question. It earned a score of 1 point because 
the thesis is on task and relevant.  

 


