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Question 1 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only  
15 minutes to read the sources and 40 minutes to write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and 
should not be judged by standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a 
draft, making certain to reward students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9    Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development or impressive in their control of 
language. 

 
8   Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position that evaluates the most important factors that 
schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. They 
develop their position by effectively synthesizing* at least three of the sources. The evidence and 
explanations used are appropriate and convincing. Their prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control 
a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 
 

7    Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development or a more mature prose style. 

 
6   Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position that evaluates the most important factors that 
schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. They 
develop their position by adequately synthesizing at least three of the sources. The evidence and 
explanations used are appropriate and sufficient. The language may contain lapses in diction or syntax, 
but generally the prose is clear. 
 

5    Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position that evaluates the most important factors that 
schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and 
instruction. They develop their position by synthesizing at least three sources, but how they 
use and explain sources is somewhat uneven, inconsistent or limited. The argument is 
generally clear, and the sources generally develop the student’s position, but the links between 
the sources and the argument may be strained. The writing may contain lapses in diction or 
syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas adequately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
∗ For the purposes of scoring, synthesis means referring to sources to develop a position that evaluates the most important factors 
that schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction and citing them 
accurately. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
4   Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position that evaluates the most important factors 
that schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. 
They develop their position by synthesizing at least two sources, but the evidence or explanations used 
may be inappropriate, insufficient or less convincing. The sources may dominate the student’s attempts 
at development; the link between the argument and the sources may be weak; or the student may 
misunderstand, misrepresent or oversimplify the sources. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas 
but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 
 

3    Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
developing a position that evaluates the most important factors that schools should consider 
before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. They are less 
perceptive in their understanding of the sources, or their explanation or examples may be 
particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show less maturity in control of writing. 

 
2   Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position that evaluates the most 
important factors that schools should consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum 
and instruction. They may merely allude to knowledge gained from reading the sources rather than citing 
the sources themselves. These essays may misread the sources, fail to develop a position that evaluates, 
or substitute a simpler task by merely summarizing or categorizing the sources or by merely responding to 
the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate or inappropriate explanation. The prose of these essays 
often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of 
development or organization, or a lack of control. 
 

1    Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing or do not allude to or cite even 
one source. 

 
0     Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 
 
—   Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The synthesis question examined students’ ability to develop their own position on a given topic, referring 
to and incorporating sources as they did so. The synthesis question, moreover, called for students to 
demonstrate the ability to summarize, paraphrase and quote properly from sources and to cite them 
accurately. The question asked students to consider six sources — five texts and one cartoon — about  
the “ubiquitous presence of information technologies” in their culture. The prompt directed students to 
write an essay, synthesizing at least three of the sources for support, in which they were to “evaluate the 
most important factors that a school should consider before using particular technologies in curriculum 
and instruction.” 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8 
 
This response effectively develops a position that evaluates the most important factors that a school should 
consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction, arguing that “its 
negatives still outweigh its positives.” Following a thorough introduction, the essay moves to the first 
factor to be considered: “although technology is the ‘modern’ way of learning, a deficiency of valuable life 
skills is formed due to the ignorance and unproductivity formed by technological advancements.” The 
student thoroughly develops the position, beginning in the second paragraph by effectively explaining 
evidence from Source E, Gelernter’s argument that “‘… children are overwhelmed by information even 
without the internet,’” and Source C, Dyson’s argument that children who frequently play video games 
“develop a lack of skills.” The third paragraph builds on ideas from the second: “new electronic devices 
have been known to distract children immensely, causing a lack of imagination and short attention spans.” 
Here the student again refers explicitly to evidence from Dyson and Gelernter and adds: “Source F, a 
cartoon depicting a child huddled in front of a TV watching — ironically — a nature program instead of 
playing outside, shows the contradictions and irony in the expansion of technology.” The final paragraph 
offers perceptive commentary: “Technology may be shiny and easier to use, but in the long run, it destroys 
character and foundations of the educational system.” With a clear argument, appropriate and convincing 
evidence and explanations, and clear control of language and organization, the student presents an 
effective synthesis of the sources used. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6 
 
This essay adequately develops a position that evaluates the most important factors that a school should 
consider before deciding to use particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. The student’s 
intentions are clear but less precise or thoughtful than those found in higher-scoring essays: “If harnessed 
correctly, this technology will be a useful teaching tool, allowing teachers to facilitate student discussions 
and learning in an easier and more relatable manner.” The factors addressed — that teachers need to 
relate to students, that technology “promotes short attention spans,” that technology should be “blended 
with traditional learning in order to maximize efficiency,” and that technology hinders creativity — all 
loosely connect to the sources used. The essay adequately synthesizes the sources without directly 
quoting from them, and the prose is generally clear. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 3 
 
This response presents the position that “[c]omputers and technology is [sic] a driving force in our society, 
its [sic] beneficial to all of us in some way or shape, however it comes with a cost.” However, the essay 
demonstrates less success in evaluating the important factors that a school should consider in using 
computers and technology. Four sources are acknowledged, but the student displays less perception and 
understanding of the sources, and the limited connection between the sources and the essay’s position 
results in less convincing explanations and examples. The essay also shows less maturity in control of 
writing, with errors in grammar, usage and diction: “Computers in the classroom seems like an innovative, 
groundbreaking idea, however for the same reasons it would succeed, may also be its blunder.” 
 


