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Question 3 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only  
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by 
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to 
reward students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9    Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development or particularly impressive in 
their control of language. 

 
8   Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position on the establishment of an annual Buy  
Nothing Day. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing. The prose 
demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not 
necessarily flawless. 
 

7    Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide a more complete 
explanation, more thorough development or a more mature prose style. 

 
6   Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing 
Day. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and sufficient. The writing may contain lapses 
in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 
 

5    Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing 
Day. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent or limited. The writing 
may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 

 
4   Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position on the establishment of an annual Buy 
Nothing Day. The evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient or less convincing. The 
prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of 
effective writing. 
 

3    Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
developing a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing Day. The essays may 
show less maturity in control of writing. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
2   Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position on the establishment of 
an annual Buy Nothing Day. These essays may misunderstand the prompt or substitute a simpler task by 
responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate or inappropriate explanation. The prose 
often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of 
development or organization, or a lack of control. 
 

1    Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation and argument or weak in their control of language. 

 
0     Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 
 
—   Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay effectively develops a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing Day, beginning 
with a clear and specific statement of intent in the first paragraph: “It is a powerful and highly 
recommended holiday that not only conserves an abundant amount of resources, but also preaches a 
healthier, more sustainable lifestyle.” The two following paragraphs focus first on evidence concerning the 
global effects of “[o]ur consumerist society” and next on “an ethical understanding of the consumerist 
lifestyle.” The explanations are appropriate and convincing. For example, in the second paragraph the 
response explains that “the US consumes above many times more on an average day than the residents in 
a third-world country consume in a lifetime,” and the next paragraph states: “We teach children many 
moral principles, but what we often neglect is the ethics of consumption.” Concluding with the importance 
of the benefits of establishing such a day — “the tangible amount of energy and resources saved” and “the 
healthy lifestyle that it promotes” — the essay convincingly argues for the establishment of a Buy Nothing 
Day. Although the essay is not flawless, the examples are thorough, well developed and well organized, 
and the prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control all elements of effective writing. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 6 
 
This response adequately develops a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing Day. The 
student’s intent is presented in the first paragraph: “we cannot simply institute a national Buy Nothing 
Day without careful consideration.” However, the second paragraph, quite generally focused on “our 
thinking,” is not as strong as the remainder of the essay but does lead to the continuing development of 
the essay. The third paragraph focuses on inescapable aspects of a Buy Nothing Day: “even if we refrain 
from buying, we will inevitably consume.” The fourth paragraph concentrates on the necessity of 
educating the public: “In order to truly ‘expose the … consequences’ we would have to inform the public 
of the facts of consumerism.” The conclusion emphasizes the importance of public understanding of the 
benefits: “focus heavily on how to get the message to everyone.” The evidence and explanations are 
appropriate and sufficient, and the prose is clear. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 4 
 
This essay inadequately develops a position on the establishment of an annual Buy Nothing Day. The 
response does offer a position (“Buy Nothing Day would not be happily promoted in the United States”), 
but the evidence presented in support of this position is less convincing: “Like Christmas and 
Thanksgiving, the days before becoming extremely crazy — more accidents!” and “Buy Nothing Day may 
have been successful in Canada because of its European enviroment [sic] which the U.S. does not possess 
in great amounts due to their individualistic characteristic.” The prose generally conveys the student’s 
ideas but is less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 


