AP®°LATIN: VERGIL
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question V5

This is an excellent, well-organized essay. It makes liberal use of specific, accurate details to support
the discussion of how an episode involving one character from Group A and an episode involving one
from Group B illustrate the destructive power of the desire for possessions. Occasional mistakes need
not spoil the general impression of the essay. The quality and completeness of the discussion and the
general coherence of the argument are more important than the number of features selected.

This is a good, strong essay with a discerning discussion, supported by specific details, of how an
episode involving one character from Group A and an episode involving one from Group B illustrate
the destructive power of the desire for possessions. The discussion is either not as sophisticated or
well developed as a 6 or not quite as well supported with specific details. These details, however, do
appear confident, though the treatment of the two episodes may be uneven.

This is an adequate essay with some accurate discussion of how an episode involving one character
from Group A and an episode involving one from Group B illustrate the destructive power of the
desire for possessions; or a good discussion of one episode but a limited discussion of the other. The
details provided, although perhaps scanty, are specific, accurate, and relevant.

This is a limited response that lacks sufficient details to support the discussion of how an episode
involving one character from Group A and an episode involving one from Group B illustrate the
destructive power of the desire for possessions; or in which the details cited are misconstrued or
inappropriate; or that contains a strong discussion of one of the two episodes and no discussion of
the other.

The student presents a vague or faulty discussion of how an episode involving one character from
Group A and an episode involving one from Group B illustrate the destructive power of the desire for
possessions or contains a weak discussion of one of the two episodes and no discussion of the other.
Statements may be very general or irrelevant to the question.

The student understands the question and mentions at least one episode but presents no meaningful
discussion of the way in which this episode contributes to understanding the destructive power of
the desire for possessions. Although no substantive argument is presented, the response does
contain some correct information relevant to the question.

The student gives a response that is totally irrelevant, is totally incorrect, or merely restates the
question. The student demonstrates no understanding of the way in which any episode contributes

to understanding the destructive power of the desire for possessions.

This is a blank space or off-task answer (e.g., drawing, personal letter).
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AP® LATIN: VERGIL
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question Vb
Overview

This question, based on a reading of the entire Aeneid in translation, assessed students’ ability to discuss
the theme of the destructive power of excessive desire for material possessions, as illustrated by two
characters drawn from a list of six.

Sample: bA
Score: b

This is a good, strong essay with a discerning discussion of how an episode involving Pygmalion from Group
A and an episode involving Euryalus from Group B illustrate the destructive power of the desire for material
possessions. The essay provides specific and accurate details about Pygmalion's act of killing Sychaeus for
his gold and the destructive results of that action. The essay also discusses Euryalus’ act of taking a dead
soldier’s helmet and the destructive consequences of that action, namely, the deaths of both Euryalus and his
companion Nisus. The discussion is not as sophisticated or well developed as required for a score of 6.

Sample: 5B
Score: 4

This is an adequate essay with a some discussion of how an episode involving Pygmalion from Group A and
an episode involving Camilla from Group B illustrate the destructive power of the desire for material
possessions. The essay provides specific and accurate details about how Pygmalion kills Dido’s husband
Sychaeus and how he is unable to gain the treasure. The discussion of Camilla is weaker and not so well
supported by specific, accurate details.

Sample: 5C
Score: 2

The essay presents a weak discussion of how Pygmalion's desire to rule and have wealth affected his sister
Dido. It also presents a vague and faulty discussion of Turnus’ desire for material wealth. The essay would
need to present more specific details and further discussion of both characters in order to receive a score
of 3.
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