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Question 1 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only  
15 minutes to read the sources and 40 minutes to write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and 
should not be judged by standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a 
draft, making certain to reward students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9    Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development, or impressive in their control of 
language. 

 
8   Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position on what issues should be considered most 
important in making decisions about space exploration. They develop their position by effectively 
synthesizing* at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and 
convincing. Their prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of 
effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 
 

7    Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

 
6   Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position on what issues should be considered most 
important in making decisions about space exploration. They develop their position by adequately 
synthesizing at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and 
sufficient. The language may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 
 

5    Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position on what issues should be considered most 
important in making decisions about space exploration. They develop their position by 
synthesizing at least three sources, but how they use and explain sources is somewhat 
uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The argument is generally clear, and the sources generally 
develop the student’s position, but the links between the sources and the argument may be 
strained. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the 
student’s ideas adequately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
∗ For the purposes of scoring, synthesis means referring to sources to develop a position and citing them accurately. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
4   Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position on what issues should be considered most 
important in making decisions about space exploration. They develop their position by synthesizing at 
least two sources, but the evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less 
convincing. The sources may dominate the student’s attempts at development, the link between the 
argument and the sources may be weak, or the student may misunderstand, misrepresent, or oversimplify 
the sources. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the 
elements of effective writing. 
 

3    Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
developing a position on what issues should be considered most important in making 
decisions about space exploration. They are less perceptive in their understanding of the 
sources, or their explanation or examples may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays 
may show less maturity in control of writing. 

 
2   Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position on what issues should be 
considered most important in making decisions about space exploration. They may merely allude to 
knowledge gained from reading the sources rather than citing the sources themselves. These essays may 
misread the sources, fail to develop a position, or substitute a simpler task by merely summarizing or 
categorizing the sources or by merely responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or 
inappropriate explanation. The prose of these essays often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in 
writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of control. 
 

1    Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or do not cite even one source. 

 
0     Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 
 
—   Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
 



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY 

 

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The synthesis question measures students’ ability to develop a position on a given topic by referring to 
sources. This question also requires that students demonstrate an ability to summarize, paraphrase, and 
quote properly from these sources and to cite them accurately. This year’s question asked students to use 
at least three of eight provided sources to develop a position about what issues should be considered most 
important in making decisions about space exploration. Many students had some background knowledge 
and may have formed some preliminary opinions on the issue of space exploration, but to write on this 
topic successfully, they had to rely on the information provided in the eight sources. In addition to several 
textual sources, students were also provided with two visual sources, a photograph of a NASA rocket at 
the launch pad and information about the federal budget, presented both as a pie chart and in a table. 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 9 
 
This unconventional yet effective essay uses irony and wit as it argues that humanity cannot be 
contained, that “[w]e must fill out every corner of our galaxy” and “grace it with our presence.” While most 
students’ responses took a more direct approach to the answer, making arguments related to keeping 
Earth safe from alien contamination and to humans being stewards of the cosmos, this student chooses, 
instead, to respond to the sources with sarcasm, arguing that “[h]uman greed and desire” should be at “the 
forefront.” The student concludes the essay by stating that “everything else, no matter how important,” 
should be put on the “backburner.” The language in the essay is skillfully controlled, and the ironic tone is 
consistent from beginning to end. The response is characterized by an impressive command of language 
and a thorough development of the argument. Transitions between paragraphs are smooth and 
demonstrate the interconnectedness of the essay’s position. The student synthesizes many of the sources, 
creating a conversation about the value or insignificance of space exploration. Throughout each step in 
this process, the student takes issue with the sources, as exemplified by the comment that “Greenburg 
(Source F) also brings in another invalid point.” The student brings prior knowledge to the response at 
appropriate points (“Manifest Destiny calls for humans to spread out in the universe. . . . We, as humans, 
are the fittest, and therefore have the right to destroy everything else”). This dark essay shines a 
sophisticated light on the notions that some less skeptical responses relied upon. However unusual, this 
essay is an example of a highly effective response. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 5 
 
The essay opens with a personal response to space exploration, drawing on the student’s prior knowledge 
of American space exploration and the technological advances that it helped to bring about, as well as on 
Source A. It is not until the fourth paragraph that the essay actually takes a position on the issues that 
should be considered when making decisions about space travel. While this essay promises a discussion 
of the ethical, financial, and safety issues related to space exploration, it does not deliver this discussion in 
a full or critical manner. The student quotes sources without providing much context, often simply writing 
something like “Source C says. . . .” Additionally, the commentaries on the sources are brief and may 
require the reader to make inferences about the student’s meaning. Although it is sometimes difficult to 
follow the organization and logic of the essay, the response does take a position and use the sources in an 
effort to marshal the reader toward a conclusion. The limited information presented and the uneven use of 
sources are counterbalanced by the student’s clear understanding of the prompt and the source materials. 
This essay contains elements of both an adequate and an inadequate response. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
This underdeveloped and incoherent response demonstrates little success in addressing the prompt. It 
takes no position on the issues that should be considered when making decisions about space exploration. 
Although some of the language in the response is drawn from the sources (veiled references to 
“quantitatively and qualitatively,” mention of NASA’s “coffers”), there is no evidence that the student has 
understood the information or points of view presented in the sources. The sources have not been used to 
build or illuminate the student’s response, and no citations appear in the essay. The language and syntax 
used demonstrate little control of language, often creating confusion at the sentence level. 
 


