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Question 1—Document-Based Question 

   
BASIC CORE (competence) 0–7 Points 
 
1. Has acceptable thesis.  1 Point 
• The thesis must address at least two factors that shaped the modern Olympics. 
• The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the conclusion of the essay. 
• The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple sentences. 
• A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs or merely restates the prompt is  
 unacceptable. 
• The thesis CANNOT count for any other point. 
 

2.  Understands the basic meaning of documents.  1 Point 
(May misinterpret 1 document.)    

• Students must address all 10 documents in the essay. 
• Students must demonstrate understanding of the basic meaning of at least 9  

documents. 
• Documents must be addressed individually to show understanding in a way that goes  

beyond listing and attribution.
• Merely quoting from the document does not demonstrate basic understanding. 

 
3.  Supports thesis with appropriate evidence from all or all but 1 document. 2 Points 

For 2 points: 
• Evidence must be drawn from 9 or 10 documents and address the question. 

 For 1 point: 
• Evidence must be drawn from 8 documents and address the question.  
 

4.  Analyzes point of view in at least 2 documents. 1 Point 
• Students must correctly analyze point of view in at least 2 documents. 

o Point of view explains why this particular person or organization might have  
this particular opinion or what particular feature informs the author’s point  
of view. 

o Students must move beyond mere description of the individual by considering  
and explaining the tone, the characteristics and experiences of the author, the  
intended audience, and/or how the intended outcome may have influenced the  
author’s opinion. 

o Mere attribution is not sufficient. Attribution is copying or repeating  
information verbatim from the source line of the document. 

 
5.  Analyzes documents by grouping them in two or three ways, 
 depending on the question. 1 Point 
• Students must explicitly address the question by grouping the documents in at least  

two ways. 
• Students may either group documents showing factors affecting the Olympics  

AND/OR group documents showing the effects of the Olympics. 
Some examples include  
o Economic factors (Documents 5, 7, 9): sponsors, profits, commercial gain, development,  

trade benefits, finances. 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

 
o Political factors (Documents 1, 3, 4, 6, 10): national pride/patriotism; rivalries;  

improvement of a country’s morale, image, or standing in the world; Cold War  
rivalries; alliances; international relations; ideological conflicts. 

o Gender (Documents 2 and 8): women, feminism, equality, underrepresentation. 
o Social factors: entertainment, inspiration, betterment of world, global cooperation,  

spectators. 
o Competition: desire to win, love for the Games, personal gain or recognition,  

team spirit. 
o Peace: unity, fighting through sports. 
o Types of sources: organizers, media. 

 
6. Identifies and explains the need for one type of appropriate additional   

document or source. 1 Point 
• Students must identify an appropriate additional type of document or source and  

explain how the document or source will contribute to an analysis of the factors that  
shaped the modern Olympics movement from 1892 to 2002. 

 
Subtotal           7 Points 
 
 
EXPANDED CORE (excellence) 0–2 Points 
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. A student must earn 7 points in the basic core  
area before earning points in the expanded core area. 
 
Examples: 
• Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. 
• Shows careful and insightful analysis of the documents. 

o Recognition of the historical context of the documents. 
o Analysis of all 10 documents. 

• Uses documents persuasively as evidence. 
• Analyzes point of view in most or all documents. 

o Thoughtful analysis of author’s background, intended audience, or historical context 
• Analyzes the documents in additional ways—groupings, comparisons, syntheses. 

o Inclusion of groupings beyond the two required. 
o Additional analysis of subgroups within a larger grouping. 

• Brings in relevant “outside” historical content. 
• Explains why additional types of document(s) or sources are needed. 

o Identification of more than one type of appropriate additional document. 
o Sophisticated explanation of why the additional document is necessary. 
o Requests for additional documents are woven into the essay and integrated into a  

broader analysis. 
• Has a clear and comprehensive conclusion that brings the argument into a meaningful  

perspective. (Cannot be used if conclusion is used for the thesis point.)  
 
Subtotal           2 Points 
 
TOTAL           9 Points 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question 

 
Overview 
 
For the document-based question, students were expected to analyze factors that shaped the modern 
Olympic movement in the context of major events in the twentieth century. 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis outlines factors shaping the modern Olympics and correctly places them in the relevant 
historical context of the time period (1 point). There are four groupings: peace, political interests, economic 
interests (“incentive for sponsoring as well as hosting the games”), and social reform (female athletes) (1 
point). The essay demonstrates understanding of all 10 documents (1 point) and correctly uses evidence 
from 9 documents to answer the question (2 points). Document 5 is inverted, expressing the effects of the 
Olympics on Japan, and therefore did not count for evidence of factors that affected the Olympics. There is 
analysis of point of view for three documents (Documents 4, 6, and 10) (1 point). The request for additional 
documents from people who were not athletes or people from Africa and South America shows awareness of 
other factors that could have affected the Olympics in the time period (1 point). An expanded core point was 
earned for additional analysis of documents through groupings and of point of view (1 point). 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6 
 
The thesis identifies four factors that shaped the modern Olympic movement: “women’s suffrage, global 
economy, world wars, and proving competency” (1 point). There are four groupings: feminism, economics, 
wars, and national rivalry/nationalism (1 point). The essay demonstrates understanding of 10 documents  
(1 point) and uses evidence correctly from 9 documents to answer the question (2 points). There is analysis 
of point of view for two documents (Documents 6 and 10) (1 point). Two additional documents are requested, 
but no point was earned since the essay does not link those additional types of documents to factors affecting 
the Olympics.  
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4 
 
The thesis identifies three factors that shaped the modern Olympic movement: “nationalism,” “host country 
to show off,” and “feminism” (1 point). There are three document groupings: peace (Documents 1 and 6), 
nationalism (Documents 3, 4, and 10), and feminism (Documents 2 and 8) (1 point). The essay 
demonstrates understanding of all 10 documents (1 point). No points were awarded for evidence because 
the documents are used to support the inverse of the question, i.e., how the Olympics had consequences 
or effects. There is analysis of point of view for three documents (Documents 3, 4, and 7) (1 point). No point 
was earned for the request of an additional document because the explanation of how the requested 
documents would help assess a factor that shaped the modern Olympics is incomplete. 
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