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SCORE DESCRIPTION TASK COMPLETION* TOPIC DEVELOPMENT* LANGUAGE USE* 
5 

Demonstrates 
excellence 

HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
excellence in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Fully addresses and completes 
the task 

• Refers to and integrates well all 
sources into the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and thorough  
• Essay is very well organized and cohesive 
• All or almost all information is accurate 
• Synthesis of information significantly outweighs 

summary or mere citations 
• Accurate social and/or cultural references included  

• Control of a variety of structures and idioms; occasional errors may occur, 
but there is no pattern 

• Rich, precise, idiomatic vocabulary; ease of expression 
• Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is highly appropriate 

4 
Demonstrates 

command 

MID–HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
command in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Appropriately addresses and 
completes the task 

• Refers to and integrates all 
sources into the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and well developed 
• Essay is well organized and generally cohesive 
• Information is generally accurate 
• Synthesis of information outweighs summary or mere 

citations 
• Generally accurate social and/or cultural references 

included 

• Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few 
grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary 
structures 

• Considerable breadth of vocabulary 
• Conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, 

paragraphing, and punctuation) are generally correct 
• Register is appropriate 

3 
Demonstrates 
competence 

MID 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Addresses and completes the 
task 

• Refers to most if not all of the 
sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant 
• Essay is organized, with adequate cohesiveness  
• Information is generally accurate, although there may 

be some inaccuracy or lack of precision 
• Summary or mere citations of information may 

outweigh synthesis 
• Generally appropriate social and/or cultural references 

included 

• Errors may occur in a variety of structures 
• Appropriate vocabulary, but may have occasional interference from 

another language 
• May have errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is generally appropriate 

2 
 

Suggests lack of 
competence 

MID–LOW 
A writing sample that 
suggests lack of 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing can be 
described as follows: 

• Partially addresses and/or 
completes the task 

• May only refer to some but not 
all of the sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic may be somewhat irrelevant 
• Essay may be inadequately organized 
• Information may be limited or inaccurate  
• There is little synthesis of the information 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references may be 

included 

• Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; 
there may be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures 

• Limited vocabulary; frequent interference from another language may 
occur 

• Frequent errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 
sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may be present 

• Register may be inappropriate 

1 
 

Demonstrates 
lack of 

competence 

LOW 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates lack of 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing can be 
described as follows: 

• Does not complete the task 
• Refers poorly to only one or 

two of the sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is somewhat irrelevant 
• Essay may be disorganized 
• Information is very limited and mainly inaccurate 
• There may be no synthesis of information 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references included 

• Numerous grammatical errors impede communication 
• Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference from another language 
• Pervasive errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may interfere with 
written communication 

• Minimal to no attention to register 

0 An essay that receives this score may be blank, off task, completely irrelevant to the topic, written in a language other than Spanish, or a mere restatement or rewriting of the topic or information in the 
sources; or, it may not provide sufficient language to evaluate the writing sample.  
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AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE 
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B) 

 
Presentational Writing 

 
Sample: PW-AA 
Score: 5 
 
This high-scoring essay demonstrates excellence in presentational writing. The student fully addresses 
and completes the task by referring to all three sources and by fully integrating them. The essay is well 
organized, with an introduction, thorough development, and a conclusion. Synthesis of information 
outweighs citation from the sources (“Desde su invención, el ferrocarril ha sido un elemento de 
contribución al progreso y evolución en todo el mundo”). The information conveyed is accurate and 
relevant, and the topic is comprehensively treated. The student demonstrates control of a variety of 
structures and idioms, as well as a rich vocabulary (“El ferrocarril ha aportado un nuevo método,” “Lo  
cierto es que el ferrocarril ha evolucionado,” “Como resultado del cumplimiento de las necesidades del 
consumidor”). The register is highly appropriate. 
 
Sample: PW-BB 
Score: 3 
 
This essay demonstrates competence in presentational writing. The student addresses and completes the 
task by referring to all of the sources. The treatment of the topic is relevant, the essay is organized, and the 
writing is cohesive. The information is accurate and conveys a basic understanding of the sources. 
Synthesis of information is demonstrated, but summary outweighs synthesis most of the time. There are 
errors in a variety of structures (“Los ferrocarriles tambien [sic] son usado [sic],” “El exporte [sic] de 
materiales,” “Ay algunas [sic]”). The vocabulary is appropriate, but there is occasional interference from 
English (“transportación [sic],” “punctual [sic],” “encureje [sic],” “luchan para [sic],” “Por la mayor parte 
[sic]”). There are also a few errors in orthography, but they do not interfere with the communication of the 
message (“a sido [sic],” “ambiante [sic],” “Camiónes [sic]”). Punctuation is correct and consistent 
throughout the essay. Register is appropriate.  
 
Sample: PW-CC 
Score: 2 
 
This essay suggests a lack of competence in presentational writing. It only partially completes the task 
because, even though the student refers to the three sources and tries to synthesize the facts, most of the 
information comes directly from the sources. The treatment of the topic is somewhat irrelevant because 
the student does not express his or her own ideas. Grammatical errors are frequent, and there is very poor 
control of simple structures, which in turn forces interpretation (“Ha usado el ferrocarril de [sic] muchas 
cosas en el historia [sic] del mundo,” “En el fin del [sic] Guerra [sic] abandonadas máquinas [sic] de vapor y 
empiensa [sic] a usar gasolina,” “esta [sic] importante por [sic] el transporte de pasajeros”). Interference 
from English is another weakness (“differentes [sic],” “transportación [sic],” “destanisacion [sic],” 
“occupación [sic],” “technologia [sic]”). The vocabulary is limited and relies on copying from the sources. 
The register is appropriate. 
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