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Question V5  

 
6 This is an excellent, well-organized essay. It makes liberal use of specific, accurate details to 

support the discussion of how the Trojans’ encounters with one character from Group A and one 
from Group B each illustrates hospitality. Occasional mistakes need not spoil the general 
impression of the essay. More important than the number of features selected are the quality and 
completeness of the discussion and the general coherence of the argument. 

 
5 This is a good, strong essay with a discerning discussion, supported by specific details, of how the 

Trojans’ encounters with one character from Group A and one from Group B each illustrates 
hospitality. The discussion is either not as sophisticated or well developed as that found in a “6” or 
not quite as well supported with specific details. These details, however, do appear confident, 
though the treatment of the two characters may be uneven. 

 
4 This is an adequate essay with some accurate discussion of how the Trojans’ encounters with one 

character from Group A and one from Group B each illustrates hospitality, or a good discussion of 
one encounter but a limited discussion of the other. The details provided may be scanty, but they 
are specific, accurate, and relevant. 

 
3 This is a limited response that lacks sufficient details to support the discussion of how the Trojans’ 

encounters with one character from Group A and one from Group B each illustrates hospitality, or 
in which the details cited are misconstrued or inappropriate, or that contains a strong discussion of 
one of the two encounters and no discussion of the other. 

 
2 The student presents a vague or faulty discussion of how the Trojans’ encounters with one 

character from Group A and one from Group B each illustrates hospitality. Statements may be very 
general or irrelevant to the question. Alternatively, the student presents a weak discussion of only 
one encounter. 

 
1 The student understands the question and mentions at least one encounter but presents no 

meaningful discussion of the way in which this encounter illustrates the concept of hospitality as it 
relates to the chosen character. Although no substantive argument is presented, the response does 
contain some correct information relevant to the question. Alternatively, the student presents a 
good discussion of the concept of hospitality with no reference to the characters given in the 
question. 

 
0 The student gives a response that is totally irrelevant, totally incorrect, or merely restates the 

question. The student demonstrates no understanding of the Latin in context. 
 
— This is a blank space or off-task answer (e.g., drawing, personal letter). 
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AP® LATIN: VERGIL 
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question V5 
 
Overview 
 
The question was designed to gauge students’ control of the Aeneid as a whole by discussing how two 
particular characters from the work demonstrate the ancient concept of hospitality. 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 5 
 
The student presents an excellent essay about the hospitality offered to Sinon by the Trojans. There are 
multiple examples, such as when “[t]he Trojans rejoiced, welcomed Sinon into their city,” trusting someone 
who was untrustworthy. The discussion about Anna’s hospitality to Aeneas and the Trojans is less 
complete and involves less detail. Overall, this is a good, strong essay that would have reached a score of 6 
if the discussion about Anna were more complete. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 4 
 
This student’s discussion of the character of Evander is relevant, insightful, and comprehensive. It is filled 
with details that show a clear understanding of the concept of hospitality as it relates to Evander and the 
Trojans. However, the discussion about Andromache simply does not answer the question. The response 
includes some background details about Andromache and her husband that show the student’s larger 
knowledge of the mythological context, but the only mention of hospitality is that Aeneas “is welcomed by 
Helenus,” which misstates the fact that she met the Trojans first. The final statement is interesting but, 
again, not helpful in answering the question. 
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 2 
 
This student presents a vague discussion of hospitality relating to encounters between the Trojans and 
both Evander and Anna. The analysis in both cases is extremely weak; two different examples are cited for 
Evander, but little explanation is provided.  
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