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Question 7 

  
Analyze the ways in which the events of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic period 
(1789–1815) led people to challenge Enlightenment views of society, politics, and human 
nature. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question (clearly provides brief introduction of 
Enlightenment thought and how events challenged the three Enlightenment views).  

• Organization is clear with consistent and effective analysis in support of the argument (may 
analyze each event and how they challenged Enlightenment views or may address in separate 
paragraphs). 

• Essay provides a balance between BOTH analyzing the major events of the French Revolution and 
Napoleonic period that challenged the three Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the 
response to those events at some length (response may also include the post-1815 period). 

• Analysis of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that occurred between 
1789 and 1815 are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument; even a “9” need not be flawless. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question (provides brief introduction of Enlightenment 
thought and how events challenged the three Enlightenment views).   

• Organization is clear with effective support of the argument but is not consistently followed.  
• Essay provides a balance between BOTH analyzing the major events of the French Revolution and 

Napoleonic period that challenged the three Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the 
response to those events at least briefly (response may also include the post-1815 period). 

• Analysis of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that occurred between 
1789–1815 are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 

• Categories (Enlightenment views) may be conflated even at this level. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis is explicit but not fully responsive to the question (may put more emphasis on 
Enlightenment thought or how events challenged Enlightenment views). 

• Organization is apparent and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed.  
• Essay shows some imbalance; mentions BOTH the events of the French Revolution and Napoleonic 

period that led to challenges to Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the response to 
those events, but may discuss only one (may address only two of the Enlightenment views).  

• Most of the discussion of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that 
occurred between 1789–1815 is supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 

• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 
 

3–2 Points 
• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance and may completely ignore one of the question’s tasks (analyzing 

the ways the events challenged Enlightenment views OR the response). 
• Only one or two major assertions are supported by relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
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