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Question 3: Text Analysis 

 
9 Demonstrates Superiority 

• A very well-developed essay that clearly and thoroughly analyzes how the ideas expressed in 
the quotation are reflected in Tirso’s El burlador de Sevilla y convidado de piedra. 

• Integrates appropriate examples from El burlador into the essay. 
• Demonstrates insight; may show originality. 
• Virtually no irrelevant or erroneous information. 
• Reveals an exceptional understanding of the relevance of the ideas in the cited passage to El 

burlador. 
 
7–8 Demonstrates Competence 

• A well-developed essay that analyzes how the ideas expressed in the quotation are reflected 
in El burlador de Sevilla. 

• Provides appropriate examples from the text. 
• May reveal some insight or originality. 
• Analysis outweighs description or enumeration; any plot summary serves to illustrate how the 

ideas expressed in the quotation are reflected in El burlador de Sevilla. 
• The reader may need to make occasional inferences because the response is not always 

sufficiently explicit. 
• May contain some erroneous information, but errors do not detract from the overall quality of 

the essay. 
• The essay must analyze how two or more ideas from the quotation are reflected in El burlador. 

 
5–6 Suggests Competence 

• Plot summary and/or enumeration outweigh analysis; relatively superficial commentary. 
• Student essentially understands the question, the quotation, and El burlador, but the essay is 

not well focused or sufficiently developed. 
• May contain errors of fact or interpretation that detract from the overall quality of the essay. 
• May require significant inferences because the response is not always explicit. 
• If the student analyzes how only one idea from the quotation is reflected in El burlador, the 

discussion must be good to merit a 5. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3–4 Suggests Lack of Competence 

• Essay is so general as to suggest that the student has not adequately understood the quotation 
or El burlador, and is unable to deal competently with the question. 

• Essay is poorly organized; focus wanders; comments are sketchy. 
• May consist almost entirely of plot summary with little or no connection to the quotation, or 

may restate the question and/or the quotation. 
• Irrelevant comments may predominate. 
• Possible prepared overview of El burlador with limited connection to the quotation. 
• May contain major errors that undermine the overall quality of the essay. 
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Question 3: Text Analysis (continued) 

 
1–2 Demonstrates Lack of Competence 

• Essay is chaotic, confused, or incorrect. 
• The response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the question or the quotation or 

unfamiliarity with El burlador. 
 
0 No Credit 

• Blank page; OR response is on task but is so brief or so poorly written as to be meaningless; OR 
response is written in English; OR response is completely off task (obscenity, nonsense poetry, 
drawings, letter to the reader, etc.).   
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Language Usage 

 
The AP Spanish Literature Exam tests the ability of students to write well-organized essays in correct and 
idiomatic Spanish.  These scoring guidelines assess the degree to which language usage effectively 
supports an on-task response to the question.  All the criteria listed below should be taken into 
account in categorizing the student’s command of the written language as related to each literature 
question. 
 
5 Very Good Command 

• Infrequent, random errors in grammatical structures. 
• Varied and accurate use of vocabulary. 
• Control of the conventions of the written language (spelling, accents, punctuation, 

paragraphing, etc.). 
 
4 Good Command 

• Some errors in grammatical structures; however, these do not detract from the overall 
readability of the essay/response. 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary. 
• Conventions of the written language are generally correct (spelling, accents, punctuation, 

paragraphing, etc.). 
 
3 Adequate Command 

• Frequent grammatical errors, but essay/response is comprehensible. 
• Limited vocabulary. 
• May have numerous errors in spelling and other conventions of the written language. 

 
2 Weak Command 

• Serious grammatical errors that force a sympathetic reader to supply inferences. 
• Very limited and/or repetitive vocabulary. 
• Pervasive errors in the conventions of the written language. 

 
1 Inadequate Command 

• Constant grammatical errors that render comprehension difficult. 
• Insufficient vocabulary and control of the conventions of the written language. 

 
0 No Credit 

• Unintelligible, written in English, or off task. 
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Question 3: Text Analysis 
 
Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 
Overview 
 
The text analysis has two possible variations: one involves an analysis of a critical commentary about one 
work from the required reading list; the other is the analysis of an excerpt from a work on the reading list 
with two separate questions to answer. This year’s question was of the former type, and it was based on a 
passage taken from Historia de la Literatura Española e Hispanoamericana by Emiliano Díez-Echarri and 
José María Roca Franquesa. Students were asked to analyze how the ideas about the literary character of 
Don Juan expressed in the critical commentary were reflected in El burlador de Sevilla y convidado de 
piedra by the dramatist Tirso de Molina. 
 
Sample: A  
Content Score: 8 
Language Score: 4 
 
Content: This well-developed and well-organized essay demonstrates competence and earned a score of 
8. It successfully analyzes how the ideas in the quotation are reflected in El burlador de Sevilla. The 
student accurately focuses on two aspects of the quotation: how Don Juan suffers from “un ‘exceso de 
confianza en Dios’ ” and from a belief that his youth allows him time and freedom to behave as he desires 
(“Él piensa que por ser joven él puede hacer lo que le de la gana porque la muerte todavía parece bien 
lejana en su juventud”). These central ideas are well substantiated with specific textual examples (“Por 
ejemplo, su sirviente le repite y le repite durante toda la novela que Dios lo juzgará y lo mandará al 
infierno”). Analysis outweighs plot summary to illustrate the main points, although the essay tends to 
ramble and rely too much on description at times. Had the ideas been more tightly focused and there were 
less description and plot summary, the essay would have earned a higher score.  
 
Language: There is good language usage to support an on-task response to the question. There are errors in 
grammatical structures (mostly anglicisms such as “toma la libertar,” “lo pone en su puesto,” and missing 
personal “as”) that do not detract from the overall readability of the essay. Vocabulary is varied and 
appropriate (“caracteriza,” “dañino,” “ni una gota de arrepentimiento”) with a few made-up words 
(“juzgación”). Although there are some spelling errors (“marquez,” missing accents), other conventions of the 
written language are generally correct. 
 
Sample: B  
Content Score: 6 
Language Score: 5 
 
Content: This essay suggests competence and earned a score of 6. It demonstrates an essential 
understanding of the question, the quotation, and El burlador de Sevilla. The essay is well organized and 
focuses on how Don Juan’s personality relates to the quoted characteristics (“Don Juan es considerado como 
un hombre irrespetuoso y arrogante quien no cumple su promesa de matrimonio”; “[a Tisbea] el tal Don Juan 
cínicamente se [sic] le robó sus dos yeguas”). In addition, the essay directly addresses Don Juan’s statement, 
“‘Tan largo me lo fiáis,’ ” as well as the central issue of repentance. It refers to specific textual examples. 
However, the predominance of plot summary and description over analysis weakens the central points. 
Moreover, some erroneous statements intrude (for example, the confusion over the identity of the “‘convidado 
de Piedra’ ”) and force the reader to make inferences. If the essay had included more analysis, been more 
focused, and not relied so much on plot summary, it would have earned a higher score. 
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Question 3: Text Analysis (continued) 
  
Language: This essay illustrates very good command of language usage in support of an on-task response. 
Although there are some errors in grammatical structures (“a sido descripto”; missing personal “as”), they are 
random and infrequent. Vocabulary is varied and accurate (“artimañas,” “irrespetuoso,” “descarado”). While 
there are some spelling errors (“fechorias,” “facilmente”), the essay demonstrates control of the conventions of 
the written language. 

 
Sample: C  
Content Score: 3 
Language Score: 2 
 
Content: This essay suggests lack of competence and earned a score of 3. The student appears not to have 
understood the question or the quotation. There is little evidence of familiarity with the text beyond the 
information given in the quotation and the title of the work (“Él jugar engaños en mujeres [sic],” “Él hace 
cosas malas y engaño [sic],” “no cree en Dios y que es su problema”). Most of the statements are based on 
paraphrasing the quotation and contain little specific information. There are repetitious and irrelevant 
comments. A more accurate response that revealed better understanding of the question and more familiarity 
with El burlador de Sevilla would have earned a higher score. 
 
Language: This essay demonstrates a weak command of the language in support of an on-task response to 
the question. There are serious grammatical errors that force a sympathetic reader to supply inferences (“Él 
jugar engaños en mujeres y hace la mujer lo amo”; “él hace que él quiero a hacer a todas veces”), but the 
essay is comprehensible. Vocabulary is very limited and repetitious, and spelling errors are pervasive. 
 
 




