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Question V5 

 
6 This is an excellent, well-organized essay. It makes liberal use of specific, accurate details to 

support the discussion of how one episode from Group A and one from Group B contribute to 
understanding the sufferings of the Trojans. Occasional mistakes need not spoil the general 
impression of the essay. More important than the number of features selected are the quality and 
completeness of the discussion and the general coherence of the argument. 

 
5 This is a good, strong essay with a discerning discussion, supported by specific details, of how one 

episode from Group A and one from Group B contribute to understanding the sufferings of the 
Trojans. The discussion is either not as sophisticated or well-developed as a “6” or not quite as 
well-supported with specific details. These details, however, do appear confident. 

 
4 This is an adequate essay with some accurate discussion of how one episode from Group A and 

one from Group B contribute to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans; or a good discussion of 
one episode, but a limited discussion of the other. The discussion may be more descriptive than 
analytical. The details provided, although perhaps scanty, are specific, accurate, and relevant. 

 
3 This is a limited response that lacks sufficient details to support the discussion of how one episode 

from Group A and one from Group B contribute to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans; or in 
which the details cited are misconstrued or inappropriate; or that contains a strong discussion of 
one of the two episodes but a weak discussion of the other. 

 
2 The student presents a vague or faulty discussion of how one episode from Group A and one from 

Group B contribute to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans. Alternatively, the student 
presents a discussion only of the sufferings or of only one episode. Statements may be very general 
or irrelevant to the question. 

 
1 The student understands the question and mentions at least one episode, but presents no 

meaningful discussion of the way in which this episode contributes to understanding the 
sufferings of the Trojans. Although no substantive argument is presented, the response does 
contain some correct information relevant to the question. 

 
0 The student gives a response that is totally irrelevant, totally incorrect, or merely restates the 

question. The student demonstrates no understanding of the way in which any episode 
contributes to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans. 

 
— This is a blank space or off-task answer (e.g., drawing, personal letter). 
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Question V5 
 
Overview 
 
This question was designed to gauge students’ control of the Aeneid as a whole by discussing how two 
particular episodes from the work contribute to an overall understanding of Trojan suffering. They were 
asked to choose one episode from each of two lists of three. 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 5 
 
This is a good, strong essay that is supported by specific details from both episodes. It opens with a claim 
that the episodes help show that the Trojans’ sufferings were “unavoidable and fate and god-induced.” 
The final paragraph develops this idea and expresses it more clearly, though not with the sophistication 
required of an essay that would earn a 6. The details are relevant, accurate, and confident. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 4 
 
This essay offers an adequate discussion of how the episodes of the women burning the ships and Pallas’s 
death contribute to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans. It opens with an organizing paragraph and 
makes analytical statements at the end. Some analytical comments are not developed, however. The 
description of the women burning the ships is good, but the description of the death of Pallas is limited. 
The final remarks clarify the analysis, which is appropriate to the episodes discussed. 
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay is a limited response to the question, lacking sufficient details to support discussion about how 
the episodes contribute to understanding the sufferings of the Trojans. The presentation of Aeneas’s shield 
is weak, especially in details, though it seems on the verge of offering analysis. Discussion of the Harpies 
offers only one detail and does try to link it to Aeneas’s shield. With a more clearly expressed statement 
about how the episodes contribute to understanding the Trojans’ sufferings, and with more detail to 
support that statement, this essay could have received a score of 4. 
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