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AP® European History
Syllabus 2

Textbook
A History of Western Society. John McKay, Bennett Hill, and John Buckler, 7th 
Edition. Houghton Mifflin, 2003.

Daily Life in Rembrandt’s Holland. Paul Zumthor. Stanford University Press, �994.

Course Objective
This course will aim to heighten students’ ability to see relationships and distinc-
tions in European political, social, economic, and intellectual history. The study of 
history goes far beyond the mastery of content. The study of history is about devel-
oping critical skills that will serve students in college and as a lifelong learnesrs. 
Objectively, this course will help students improve on the following skills:

 �.  time management, organization, and study skills

 2.  critical reading of primary and secondary sources

 3.  constructing and evaluating historical interpretations

 4.  essay writing and oral communication

 5.  cause and effect relationships

 6.  comparative analysis

 7.  making historical analogies

 8.  inductive and deductive reasoning [C2,C3]

I. Course Purpose
AP® European History course is a college-level survey course that introduces stu-
dents to the rich political, cultural, social, and intellectual heritage of Europe. It is 
part of a cooperative endeavor by high schools, colleges, and the College Board to 
provide highly motivated students the challenge and opportunity to earn college 
credit during their high school years. Performance on the AP European History 
Exam determines a student’s eligibility to earn college credit. Course curriculum, 
materials, and expectations are designed to prepare students for success with this 
three-hour exam. The overall purpose of this course, however, extends beyond 
the possibility of earning college credit by providing students the opportunity 
to develop skills and knowledge that will form a foundation for their continuing 
educational endeavors.

C3: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course includes 
extensive instruction in 
analysis and interpreta-
tion of a wide variety of 
primary sources, such as 
documentary material, 
maps, statistical tables, 
works of art, and pictorial 
and graphic materials. 

C2: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course teaches 
students to analyze 
evidence and interpreta-
tions presented in his-
torical scholarship. 
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II. Course Description and Course Themes [C1,C2]

AP European History develops an understanding of the main themes in modern 
European history including political and diplomatic, intellectual and cultural, and 
social and economic history. Analyzing historical evidence and reading critical 
literary narratives is integrated into the chronologically ordered whole picture of 
the modern history of Europe. Using a college-level textbook, this course begins 
with the Renaissance and concludes with the demise of communism in Eastern 
Europe, the reunification of Germany, and the crisis of global terrorism. 

Course Themes
 �.  The growth in power of the state and competition among nation-states.

 2.  Individualism as a force for progress and its conflict with the demands 
of society.

 3.  The impact of economic innovation on the standard of living and 
traditional ways of life.

 4.  The struggle by women, workers, peasants, and ethnic minorities for 
emancipation and power.

 5.  The dynamism and destructiveness resulting from Europe’s quest for 
mastery of its natural and human environments.

III. Course Format
This course will be taught as a seminar, which means that each student will play 
a vital role in the learning process. As in most of my courses, there is a tremen-
dous amount of discussion. In the traditional seminar, students are responsible 
for completing outside readings so that the interpretation of the literature can be 
discussed for deeper analysis and understanding in class. As part of class partici-
pation, each student is expected to guide a class session over an assigned problem 
and/or concept. [C2]

IV. Exams and Quizzes
Each quarter students will take two objective exams covering material from the 
textbook, supplemental readings, discussions, and lectures. The design of each 
exam will be multiple-choice and essay questions. Essay questions will be released 
at the start of each unit of study. I will provide students with three essay questions 
to prepare; only one will be on the exam. A number of take-home exams will be 
issued as a way to offer students more time in examining complex problems. [C4] 

Short pop quizzes are given to measure each student’s understanding of the read-
ing. Exams measure not only how well a student can answer basic factual infor-
mation but also one’s ability to understand the concept. In an effort to reduce the 
amount of student stress and to create an atmosphere of autonomy, I have adopted 
an optional testing policy. If a student feels that he or she needs more time to pre-
pare, or has too many other assignments and exams on the same day, the student 
may opt to take the exam within an extended two-school-calendar-day frame.

C1: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course emphasizes 
relevant factual knowl-
edge about European 
history from 1450 to the 
present to highlight intel-
lectual, cultural, political, 
diplomatic, social, and 
economic developments. 

C2: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course teaches 
students to analyze 
evidence and interpreta-
tions presented in his-
torical scholarship. 

C4: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course provides stu-
dents with frequent prac-
tice in writing analytical 
and interpretive essays 
such as document-based 
questions (DBQ) and 
thematic essays (see the 
Course Description for 
more information).
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Obviously questions (especially short answers) will be changed to protect the 
integrity of each student. If a student fails to take the exam within the permitted 
time frame, he or she will be deducted �0 percentage points per day. Each student 
will sign an honor policy stating that he or she will not reveal nor discuss ques-
tions from an exam. If the instructor suspects such a discussion, not only will this 
policy be withdrawn but ALL students will be required to take a different exam. 
Exams must be taken either in the morning from 7:00 to 8:25, or in the afternoon 
from 3:30 to 5:00. Exams may not be split.

V. Semester Exams and Class Participation
This course follows the school’s exam exemption policy (see student handbook). 
Participation points can be earned during each class session. A student may earn 
points during each class meeting by taking an active leadership role in explaining 
a concept and/or problem, engaging in a dialogue of historical significance, and 
by turning in assigned work. Not taking notes, drawing, or doing other things 
will negate any attempt to gain points. Students must attend one review session 
per exam unit.

VIII. Grading
Grades are based on a total point system per nine-week grading period.

 Approximate %

�. M/C Exams 2 x �80 points each 360 points 33%
2. Essays (FRQ/DBQ) [C4] 3 x �20 points each 360 points 33% 
3. Quizzes �0 x 20 points each 200 points �8 %
4. Participation/Homework 200 points �8 %

Exams (MC/Essay) make up 66% of each quarter’s grade.  Total ��20

Advanced Placement European History Fall Reading Syllabus

Week Date Topic Readings
� 8/�6 Introduction None
� 8/�8 European 

BackgroundCourse 
Pack: Prelude to the 
Modern World

2 8/22 Senior Retreat None

C4: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course provides stu-
dents with frequent prac-
tice in writing analytical 
and interpretive essays 
such as document-based 
questions (DBQ) and 
thematic essays (see the 
Course Description for 
more information).
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Week Date Topic Readings
2 8/24 Renaissance in Italy McKay, Ch. �3, pages 4�5–440 

Course Pack: 
 a.  Notes on Machiavelli 
 b.   How a Prince Should Conduct 

Himself so as to Gain Renown 
 c.   Whether it is better to be loved than 

feared 
 d.  Oration on the Dignity of Man 
 e.  The Courtier 
 f.   A Letter to Boccaccio: Literary 

Humanism [C3]

2 8/25 Renaissance in Italy 
and the North

McKay, Ch. �3, pages 440–448

3 8/30 DBQ None
3 9/� Protestant 

Reformation
McKay, Ch. �4, pages 456–477

4 9/6 Luther and the 
Questions of the 
Period

McKay Ch. �4 pages 477–483 and The 
Catholic Reformation
DBQ Essay I Due! [C4]

4 9/8 Religious Conflict and 
the 30 Years’ War

McKay, Ch. �5, pages 489–502

5 9/�2 European Expansion McKay Ch. �5 pages 502–524
5 9/�4 MC Exam I and Essay 

II
None

5 9/�6 Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

McKay, Ch. �6, pages 53�–548 
Course Pack: 
 a.  James I: True Law of Free 

Monarchies 
 b.  Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan [C3]

6 9/20 Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

McKay, Ch. �6, pages 548–559

6 9/22 Absolutism in the East McKay, Ch. �7
7 9/26 Scientific Revolution McKay, Ch. �8, pages 595–605 

Course Pack: 
 a. Attack on the Copernican Theory 
 b.  Letter to the Grand Duchess 

Christina and Dialogue Concerning 
the Two Chief World Systems—
Ptolemaic and Copernican

C3: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course includes 
extensive instruction in 
analysis and interpreta-
tion of a wide variety of 
primary sources, such as 
documentary material, 
maps, statistical tables, 
works of art, and pictorial 
and graphic materials. 

C4: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course provides stu-
dents with frequent prac-
tice in writing analytical 
and interpretive essays 
such as document-based 
questions (DBQ) and 
thematic essays (see the 
Course Description for 
more information).



5

Week Date Topic Readings
7 9/28 The Enlightenment McKay, Ch. �8, pages 605–6�5 

Course Pack: 
 a. Kant: What is Enlightenment? 
 b.  Locke: Second Treatise on 

Government 
 c. Paine: Age of Reason 
 d. Holbach: Good Sense 
 e. Rousseau: Social Contract 
 f.  Beccaria: of Crimes and 

Punishments 
 g. Condorcet: Evils of Slavery 
 h. Voltaire: A Plea for Tolerance [C3]

8 �0/3 Enlightened Absolutes McKay, Ch. �8, pages 6�5–623 Handout: 
Excerpt addendum on Enlightened Absolutes

8 �0/5 �8th Century Society McKay, Ch. �9
8 �0/7 �8th Century Society None
9 �0/�3 MC Exam II Essay III None
Start of Second Quarter Grading
�0 �0/�7 Marriage, Family and 

Education
McKay, Ch. 20, pages 66�–679 Course Pack: 
Death’s Arbitrary Empire [C3]

�0 �0/�9 Elite and Popular 
Culture

McKay, Ch. 20, pages 679–684 Course Pack: 
Excerpt from Palmer on Elite and Popular 
Culture [C3]

�0 �0/2� Practice DBQ: Rituals None
Book Review Due!

C3: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course includes 
extensive instruction in 
analysis and interpreta-
tion of a wide variety of 
primary sources, such as 
documentary material, 
maps, statistical tables, 
works of art, and pictorial 
and graphic materials. 
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Week Date Topic Readings
�� �0/25 Causes of the French 

Revolution
McKay Ch. 2� pages 69�–702
Course Pack: Document set related to the 
conditions of French Society on the eve of the 
revolution in pages �03–�26
Documents:
 a.  Grievances of the Third Estate
 b.  Bourgeois Disdain for Special 

Privileges of the Aristocracy
 c. Liberty, Equality, Fraternity
 d.  Declaration of the Rights of Man 

and of Citizens
 e.  Vindication of the Rights of Woman
 f.  Address to the National Assembly in 

Favor of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade

 g.  Petition of the Jews of Paris, Alsace 
and Lorraine to the National 
Assembly, January 28th, �790

 h. Republic of Virtue
 i. Levy in Mass
 j. Conspiracy of the Equals

�� �0/27 Causes of the French 
Revolution

None

�2 �0/3� French Revolution: 
The Course

McKay, Ch. 2�, pages 703–7�2

�2 ��/2 French Revolution: 
The Course

None

�2 ��/4 Napoleon McKay, Ch 2�, pages 7�2–7�8
�3 ��/8 Industrial 

RevolutionReview 
McKay, Ch. �9, pages 64�–644 and 648–650; 
Ch. 22, pp. 726–734

�3 ��/�0 Industrial Revolution McKay, Ch. 22, pages 734–749
�4 ��/�4 Congress of Vienna McKay, Ch. 23, pages 757–766
�4 ��/�7 MC Exam III and 

Essay IV
None

�5 Thanksgiving Break
�6 ��/28 Romanticism

Return Book Reviews
McKay, Ch. 23, pages 766–770

�6 ��/30 Revolutions of �830 
and �848

McKay, Ch. 23, pages 770–782
Complete Revolution Analysis

�6 �2/� Impact of Urbanization
Handout Take-Home 
Exam

McKay, Ch. 24, pages 787–804

�7 �2/6 Family and Science in 
the �9th Century

McKay Ch. 24 pages 805–8�7
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Week Date Topic Readings
�7 �2/8 Semester Review Take Home Exam Due!
�8 �2/�2 Semester Review None
�8 �2/�3–

�2/�6
Finals Week None

AP European History
Spring Reading Syllabus
WeekDateTopicReadings

Week Date Topic Readings
� �/3 Review of the Exam 

and DBQ
None

� �/5 Urbanization McKay, Ch. 24, pg. 787–808
2 �/9 Gender and 

Urbanization
Course Pack: Men, Women, and Sex and The 
Challenges of Cholera in Hamburg [C3]

2 �/�� Urbanization, Science 
and Realism

McKay, Ch.24, pg. 8�0—8�7
Course Pack: The Motives and Methods of 
Man: Origin of Species and Descent of Man
DBQ Essay Due!

2 �/�3 Nationalism: 
Unification of 
Germany and Italy

McKay Ch. 25, pg. 823–833(skip the section 
on the U.S.)

3 �/�7 Nationalism: Russia, 
Germany, France, and

McKay, Ch. 25, pg. 835–846 the U.K.
Course Pack: Is God Dead? and Crime and 
Punishment [C3]

3 �/20 Socialists McKay, Ch. 25, pg. 846–850
Course Pack: Evolutionary Socialism

4 �/24 MC Exam I and Essay II None
4 �/26 Timed DBQ

Globalization and the 
West (Imperialism)

McKay, Ch. 26, pg. 855–868

5 �/30 Imperialism McKay, Ch. 26, pg. 868–882
5 2/3 Imperialism Course Pack: Things Fall Apart and Why 

Europe? Why Then?
6 2/7 World War I: Cause 

and Course
McKay, Ch. 27, pg. 887–900
Course Pack: Russo-Japanese War
DBQ Essay III Due [C4]

6 2/9 Home Front: Women 
and War

McKay, Ch. 27, pg. 900–904
Course Pack: Genteel Women in the Factory 
and Women “Of a Very Low Type Racial 
Boundary in Imperial Britain”

7 2/�5 Russian Revolution: 
Perspective 
Presentations
Excerpt on Russia

Course Pack: John Merriman

C4: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course provides stu-
dents with frequent prac-
tice in writing analytical 
and interpretive essays 
such as document-based 
questions (DBQ) and 
thematic essays (see the 
Course Description for 
more information).

C3: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course includes 
extensive instruction in 
analysis and interpreta-
tion of a wide variety of 
primary sources, such as 
documentary material, 
maps, statistical tables, 
works of art, and pictorial 
and graphic materials. 
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Week Date Topic Readings
7 2/�7 Comparing the Treaty 

of Versailles (�9�9) to 
that of the Congress 
of Vienna (�8�5)

McKay, Ch. 27, pg. 9��–9�6

8 2/2� Between the Wars and 
the Rise of Modern 
Thought

McKay, Ch. 28, pg. 92�–937

8 2/23 Between the Wars and 
Global Depression

McKay, Ch. 28, pg. 937–948
Course Pack: The Autobiography of a 
Sexually Emancipated Communist Woman

9 2/27 MC Exam II and 
Essay IV

None

9 3/� Rise of Dictators: 
Comparing Hitler, 
Stalin and Mussolini

McKay Ch. 29 pg. 953–970

�0 3/7 Rise of Dictators: 
Comparing Hitler, 
Stalin and Mussolini 

McKay, Ch. 29, pg. 953–970
Course Pack: Fascism, WW III, and 
Genocide [C3]

�0 3/9 World War II McKay Ch. 29 pg. 97�–983
Spring Break
�� 3/20 Cold War Europe:  

A Systems Shift
McKay, Ch.30, pg. 989–�000

�� 3/22 Eastern Europe: 
Thematic 
Presentations

McKay, Ch.30, pg. �00–�02�

�� 3/24 End of Communism 
and the Modern 
Revolution

McKay, Ch. 3�, pg. �027–�052

�2 3/28 End of Communism 
and the Modern 
Revolution

McKay, Ch. 3�, pg. �027–�052

�2 3/30 MC Exam III and 
Essay V [C4]

None

�3 4/3 Start Reviewing for 
the AP European 
History Exam

C4: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course provides stu-
dents with frequent prac-
tice in writing analytical 
and interpretive essays 
such as document-based 
questions (DBQ) and 
thematic essays (see the 
Course Description for 
more information).

C3: Evidence of 
Curricular Requirement: 
The course includes 
extensive instruction in 
analysis and interpreta-
tion of a wide variety of 
primary sources, such as 
documentary material, 
maps, statistical tables, 
works of art, and pictorial 
and graphic materials. 


