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Question 5 
 
While the United States appeared to be dominated by consensus and conformity in the 1950’s, some 
Americans reacted against the status quo. 
 
Analyze the critiques of United States society by TWO of the following:   

Youth 
Civil Rights Activists 
Intellectuals  

 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Contains a clear, well-developed thesis relating to consensus and conformity that analyzes 
critiques of the status quo in the 1950’s by TWO of the three groups.    

• Develops the thesis with substantial, relevant historical information concerning TWO of the 
three groups and their critique of the status quo in the 1950’s.   

• Provides effective analysis of the TWO groups and their critique of the status quo in the 
1950’s; treatment of the groups may be somewhat unbalanced.  

• May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of the essay. 
• Is well organized and well written. 

 
The 5–7 Essay 

• Contains a thesis, which may be partially developed, that addresses critiques of the status 
quo in the 1950’s by TWO of the three groups.  

• Supports the thesis with some relevant supporting information concerning TWO of the three 
groups and how they critiqued the status quo in the 1950’s .  

• Provides some analysis of TWO groups and their critique of the status quo in the 1950’s; 
treatment may be unbalanced. 

• May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay. 
• Has acceptable organization and writing. 

 
The 2–4 Essay 

• Contains a weak or unfocused thesis or simply paraphrases the question.  
• Provides few relevant facts or lists facts with little or no application to the question.  
• Provides simplistic analysis that may be generally descriptive or addresses only ONE group.  
• May contain major errors. 
• May be poorly organized and/or poorly written. 

 
The 0–1 Essay 

• Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question. 
• Demonstrates an incompetent or inadequate response. 
• Has little or no understanding of the question. 
• Contains substantial factual errors. 
• Is poorly organized and/or poorly written. 

 
The — Essay 

• Is blank or completely off task. 
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Question 5 Information List 
 
Youth 
American Bandstand 
Beats (Beatniks, Beat Generation) 
Coffee houses 
“Wild Ones”  
Allen Ginsberg, Howl (1955) 
Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957)  
J. D. Salinger, Catcher in the Rye (1951) 
Rock and Roll  
Alan Freed 
Elvis Presley 
Jerry Lee Lewis, Buddy Holly, Bill Haley 
 

Rock music integrates world of youth  
Little Richard 
Chuck Berry  
B.B. King 
Chubby Checker 
Perception that juvenile delinquency was on 
   the rise 
Blackboard Jungle  
Marlon Brando, The Wild One 
James Dean, Rebel Without a Cause 
Mad magazine 
Youth fashion 

 
Civil Rights Activists 
Legacy of World War II 
Impact of the integration of the military and Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights  
White citizens’ councils 
Re-emergence of the Ku Klux Klan 
Poll taxes 
Prosperity not shared by most African Americans 
De Facto versus De Jure segregation 
Brown v. Topeka Board of Education (1954)—Thurgood Marshall 
Brown II “With all deliberate speed” (1955) 
CORE 
Martin Luther King 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 1957 
Civil Rights Voting Act of 1957 
Eisenhower, Little Rock—Governor Faubus  
Integration of youth music 
Medgar Evers 
Emmitt Till 
James Baldwin  
Emergence of Malcolm X at the end of the 1950’s 
Sports—Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, Joe Louis, Wilt Chamberlain, Bill Russell  
Nation of Islam 
Greensboro lunch counter (February 1960)  
Women 
Anti-McCarthy backlash 
 
Intellectuals  
Truman veto of the McCarran Act (1950)—passed over his veto  
Anti-McCarthyism (Joseph Welch—the lawyer who did the televised smack down with McCarthy) 
Edward R. Murrow  
William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Rosenberg execution backlash  
Existentialism 
C. Wright Mills 
Alfred Kinsey 
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Question 5 Information List (continued) 
 
J. D. Salinger, Catcher in the Rye (critique of introversion) 
Allen Ginsberg, Howl (1955) 
Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman and The Crucible 
Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957)—search for authenticity 
William Wythe, Organization Man 
David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd 
Joseph Heller, Catch 22 (1953), (critique of war) 
C. Wright Mills, White Collar and The Power Elite 
Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged 
Sloan Wilson, Man in the Gray Flannel Suit (conformity in the work place) 
Bishop Sheen, Life Is Worth Living (power of the individual to control his/her own fate) 
Jackson Pollock 
Critics of “affluent society” 
Impact of television (many felt excluded from perfect world TV, stereotypes sitcoms portrayed;  
   also, spread news of social and political upheaval), impact of advertising on youth 
Television: Ernie Kovacs 
Filmmakers: Nicholas Ray, Elia Kazan, Charlie Chaplin, and Howard Hawks 
Mad magazine 
Music: Paul Robeson, Protest Folk Music (mostly suppressed), but Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, and 
   Malvina Reynolds best representations 
 
Consensus and Conformity in the 1950’s   
The American Dream 
“We Like Ike”  
Conservatism 
Prosperity  
Anti-communism—Joseph McCarthy 
Importance of conformity—housing (Levittown, suburbs), clothing (gray flannel suits, poodle skirts,  

shirt dresses, saddle shoes, etc.), hair styles, fads (Barbie Dolls, hula hoops) 
Return to traditional gender roles after World War II 
Children “seen but not heard”  
The 1950’s cult of domesticity  
Role of television in reinforcing image of perfect, homogenized middle class (Father Knows Best, 
   Leave It to Beaver, Ozzie and Harriett, The Ed Sullivan Show, The Roy Rogers & Dale Evans Show) 
Wholesome Pat Boone 
 
Note: May be extensive crossover between categories (e.g., Beatniks—youth Beats—intellectuals) 
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Question 5 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to enable students to demonstrate an understanding of underlying tensions 
in American society in the 1950’s. The status quo, rendered here as consensus and conformity, which 
were two useful prompts, was supposed to provide a baseline against which critiques of the status quo 
could be assessed. Students were asked to demonstrate not only an understanding of the 1950’s but also 
awareness that events of the period had consequences beyond that decade. 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay has a strong thesis and an introduction that shows a good understanding of the question. It 
briefly accounts for pressures to conform during the 1950’s and then indicates that youth and civil rights 
leaders would not conform to this pressure. Additionally, the essay makes an effort to explain why both 
groups would not conform, going on to give examples of this nonconformity. The section on civil rights is a 
bit more thorough, but both sections are effectively done and develop the thesis. This essay is thoughtful 
and sophisticated. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay meets the standard for a 5 as it has a partially developed thesis that mentions two groups that 
reacted against the status quo. It briefly describes the status quo of the 1950’s and provides some limited 
factual information. The information on youth is limited, while that on civil rights activists is slightly 
better. The analysis in the last two paragraphs brings this essay into the 5–7 score category.  
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 2 
 
This essay, which has a weak thesis, briefly describes youth and civil rights activists. The first section has 
major errors, such as locating Kent State in the 1950’s. The section on civil rights activists is a bit better, 
though not adequate. The level of analysis is simplistic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




