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AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Question 4

Sample: 4A
Score: 9

This essay has a thesis statement that sets out the key premise of the relative opportunities in the West—
it “was not for everyone.” It notes that the West was a land of opportunity linked to economic interest in
the South and Northeast as well as for those drawn by homesteading opportunities and the educational
institutions funded by the Morrill Land Grant Act. Yet the essay stresses that “many did not achieve big
success.” Similarly balanced points of success and setbacks are then made regarding ranchers, cowboys,
miners, and manufacturers. The very strong conclusion emphasizes the competition, harsh climate, and
other conditions that made it clear that there was no “100% insurance for the success.” It is a well-written
and well-organized essay with no significant errors.

Sample: 4B
Score: 7

This essay has an interesting opening paragraph suggesting a Turnerian view of the closing of the West as
related to the loss of “‘democratic opportunities’” for both Americans and foreigners. It discusses such
opportunities for foreigners, “Big companies” that benefited from western expansion, speculators
acquiring land grants, farmers, and African American “Exodusters.” However, the analysis of the extent of
opportunities is unevenly pursued, keeping the essay out of the top category.

Sample: 4C
Score: 3

This essay attempts to illustrate that the West was a land of opportunity by focusing on three groups:
“freed slaves, farmers, and people seeking wealth.” It contains erroneous information on the freed slaves
moving into the West, concluding that most “became cowboys and achieved a considerable ammount [sic]
of wealth.” It is mostly vague about farmers, and confuses things by adding ranchers to the discussion.
The essay has many errors and is often simply too vague and unfocused with weak analysis and poor
organization.
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