


Directions: Write IN SPANISH a well-organized
essay on the topic below. Your work will be
evaluated for its content, organization, range and
appropriateness of yocabulary, and grammatical
accuracy. Your essay should be at Jeast 200 words
in length. You should use the first five minutes to
organize your thoughts. ‘

Imagina que tienes la oportunidad de conocer a una figura histérica o literaria muy famosa del pasado. Explica
a quién escogerias y justifica las preguntas que le harias.

(Suggested writing time— 45 minutes)
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AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Writing—Composition

Sample: A
Score: 9

This essay demonstrates excellence in written expression. The topic is relevant and thoroughly developed;
the style is eloquent and displays ease of expression (“Lleno de curiosidad y de su sed de nuevos
conocimientos,” “darle al paladar sabores no imaginados”). Opinions are expressed and persuasively
supported with conviction (“Era un hombre decidido a probar que tenia la razén y no descansé hasta
lograrlo”). Control of the language is evident in the variety of accurately used structures: si clauses with
imperfect subjunctive and conditional (“si tuviera la oportunidad. ... escogeria”), preterit and imperfect with
control (“se atrevié a llevarle la contraria,” “qué era lo primero que hacia al llegar”), present perfect (“debe
haber sido”), pluperfect indicative (“se habia atrevido”), pluperfect subjunctive (“me hubiese encantado
conocer”), future (“me tendré que conformar”), reflexives (“se entregaron”), subordinate clauses (“lugares a
los cuales”), pronouns (“lo cual ... merece mucho respeto,” “le preguntaria”), infinitives (“sin importarle,”
“para entretenerse”), etc. The vocabulary is rich, elegant, precise, and idiomatic (“su tinica compania eran
sus tripulantes,” “el adentrarse en tierras no conocidas,” “el encuentro de lo inesperado”). Although some
accents may be missing (“alla” instead of alla) and a handful of words are misspelled (“insertidumbre,”
“recompenzada,” “a llegado”), there is clear evidence of command of the conventions of the written
language.
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Sample: B
Score: 5

This essay demonstrates basic competence in written Spanish. The essay is organized in short
paragraphs, with an introduction, a body, and a conclusion. Although there is relevant treatment of the
topic, it is not well developed, as one would expect in a higher-scoring essay. The response is not limited
to the present tense; the student takes some risks and correctly uses a small variety of structures (“he
sofiado,” “peled,” “quiero ser,” “me interesa”). However, structures are often attempted unsuccessfully
(“"personas que gustaria conocer,” “ello se ha estado el primero persona que queria conocer”). Competence
is demonstrated, but basic agreement is not accomplished consistently (“yo cree,” “figura historica o
Iliteraria muy famoso,” “paises latino,” “Yo tendra,” “su vida es muy interesante y complicado,” “un voz
fuertisimo”). Although common preterit and imperfect forms are used (“nacio,” “vivid,” “tuvieron,” “Fue,”
“tenia,” “era”), there is no evidence of control (“tenia un gran impacto,” instead of tuvo; “no tuvieron nada,”
instead of tenian). Some basic errors in pronouns are repeated throughout the essay (“Ello peled,”
“preguntas por ello”). There is also confusion with ser, estar, haber, and saber (“estaba muy pobre,” “no es
tiempo suficienta,” “quiero ser donde nacid”). In general, vocabulary is appropriate and varied (“una
oportunidad de conozerle,” “un regalo magnifico,” “su pais natal,” “tocé los corazones”), but the student
relies heavily on cognates (“impacto en la vida de millones,” “vida es muy interesante y complicado,”
“esposa,” “impacto en sus acciones”). There is awareness of conventions of the written language,
particularly accentuation (“Tenia,” “histérica,” “vivid,” “facil,” “Si").
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AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Writing—Composition (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

This essay demonstrates lack of competence in written expression. It does address the topic, justifying the
choice of historical figure and posing questions, as directed in the prompt. There is also some basic
organization of ideas. However, there are numerous grammatical and spelling errors that interfere with
comprehension (“El estove muy breve,” “porque tu hagas esto lucha,” “Yo no me gusto conclicto, con otras
persones [sic]”). The vocabulary is insufficient to express ideas in writing, and there is constant second-
language interference (“ayudoé terminado racism,” “lucha para sus (rights),” “tu nunca era scared").
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