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Question 6 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was: 
 
• To test students’ ability to: 

o realize Roman numerals 
o write a secondary dominant chord and its resolution 
o handle unequal fifths 
o write viio6-I6 

• To test students’ knowledge of basic harmonic formulas and of patterns such as cadential six-four—
V7—I 

• To test students’ knowledge of standard voice-leading procedures 
 
Sample: 6A 
Score: 13 
 
This paper represents a very good response. The only misspelled chord is chord four, where the student 
does not raise the third (D½) in the V#/V chord. Because this chord is misspelled (missing accidental), no 
voice-leading points were awarded into or out of the chord. The student received all other available points 
for this question. 
Chord spelling: 5; Voice leading: 8; Total: 13 
 
Sample: 6B 
Score: 9 
 
This paper represents a fair response. Only one chord misspelling occurs—the student does not raise the 
third of the V#/V. Because chord four is misspelled (missing accidental), no voice-leading points were 
awarded into or out of the chord. Parallel octaves between the soprano and bass in chords two and three 
and the incorrect resolution of the seventh of the V7 chord limited the voice-leading score to only 4 points. 
Chord spelling: 5; Voice leading: 4; Total: 9 
 
Sample: 6C 
Score: 2 
 
This paper represents a weak response. All but the last two chords are misspelled in this realization. The 
pitches of the I6 chord are correct but the root, instead of the third, is in the bass, thus constituting a 
misspelling. The same is true of the I@ chord—the notes are correct, but the root rather than the fifth is in 
the bass. Of the two correctly realized chords (the last two), the V7 received only ½ point due to the gap of 
a tenth between the alto and tenor parts. Full points for proper voice leading were awarded in this 
situation, but the third of the chord is incorrectly resolved (up a sixth rather than down a third, which 
would have been accepted). As a result of all these errors, no points were awarded for voice leading, and 
only one chord spelling received a full point (the final I chord). 
Chord spelling: 1½; Voice leading: 0; Total: 1½, rounded up to 2 
 




