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Question 2 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was: 
 
• To assess students’ ability to transcribe a melody into written notation 
• To test students’ ability to hear: 

o the tonic-to-leading-tone relationship 
o compound meter 
o chromatic inflection 
o triadic outline 

• To test students’ ability to process an aural melody in “chunks” 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 
 
This paper represents a good response. The student transcribes the melody correctly in both pitch and 
rhythm. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 4 
 
This paper represents a fair response. The student transcribes three beats of the melody correctly in both 
pitch and rhythm (both beats of measure 1 and the last beat of measure 4.) Full credit was awarded to both 
beats of measure 1 despite its unconventional beaming. One point was added to these 3 points, yielding a 
total score of 4. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
This paper represents a weak response. According to the alternate scoring guide for pitch (II.A), the student 
earned ½ point for each of the two correctly notated beats of the first measure. Note, however, that although 
the last four pitches notated correspond to three correct contiguous eighth notes, the student did not earn ½ 
point here because those pitches do not occur in the last measure. 
 




