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Question V5 
 
6 This is an excellent, well-organized essay. It makes liberal use of specific, accurate details to 

support the identification of one character from each group and to support discussion of the way in 
which each character affects the plot of the Aeneid. Occasional mistakes need not spoil the general 
impression of the essay. More important than the number of features selected are the quality and 
completeness of the discussion and the general coherence of the argument.  

 
5 This is a good, strong essay with identification of one character from each group and a discerning 

discussion, supported by specific details, of the way in which each character affects the plot of the 
Aeneid. The discussion is either not as sophisticated or well developed as a “6” or not quite as well 
supported with specific details. These details, however, do appear confident. 

 
4 This is an adequate essay with identification of one character from each group and sufficient 

details to support the discussion of the way in which each character affects the plot of the Aeneid, 
or a good discussion of one character but a limited discussion of the other character. The 
discussion may be more descriptive than analytical. The details provided, although perhaps scanty, 
are specific, accurate, and relevant. 

 
3 This is a limited response that contains identification of one character from each group, but lacks 

sufficient details to support the discussion of the way in which each character affects the plot of 
the Aeneid. Alternately, it may be a response in which the details cited are misconstrued or 
inappropriate, or the student may present a good discussion of one character but very little of 
another. 

 
2 The student presents a vague identification of one character from each group and/or a vague and 

faulty discussion of the way in which each character affects the plot of the Aeneid. Alternately, the 
student presents a discussion of only one character. Statements may be very general or irrelevant 
to the question. 

 
1 The student understands the question and identifies at least one character but presents no 

meaningful discussion of the way in which the characters affect the plot of the Aeneid. Although 
no substantive argument is presented, the response does contain some correct information 
relevant to the question. 

 
0 The student gives a response that is totally irrelevant, totally incorrect, or merely restates the 

question. The student demonstrates no understanding of the way in which any of these characters 
affects the plot of the Aeneid. 

 
— This is a blank space or off-task answer (e.g., drawing, personal letter). 
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Question V5 
 

Overview 
 
The question assessed students’ control of the Aeneid by asking them to discuss how minor characters 
affect the plot. The students were asked to choose one name from each of two lists. 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 6  
 
This is a superior essay. It answers the question about the characters’ effects on the plot with very specific 
and very accurate details for each character. The details are analyzed as to the effect on the plot so that there 
is not just a laundry list of details. Although this analysis is framed as hypothetical situations (“ He also might 
have never known to visit Deiaphobe [sic], the Sibyl, to visit the Underworld”; “If she [Juturna] had also not 
motivated Turnus, he might not have gone into his duel with Aeneas …”), such hypothetical situations are 
located within the plot of the Aeneid.  
 
Sample: 5B  
Score: 4 
 
This is an adequate essay because it correctly identifies Iarbas as having, through his prayer to Jupiter, 
precipitated Aeneas’ departure from Carthage and hence Dido’s suicide. Juturna is correctly identified as 
Turnus’ sister and a nymph who protects him, but the essay does not elaborate to note that her help resulted 
in prolonging the conflict needlessly and tragically. The Iarbas portion is the stronger one, but even there the 
essay does not go beyond the basics. The identification of Iarbas is minimal and the discussion of Juturna’s 
effect on the plot is limited in details. 
 
Sample: 5C  
Score: 2 
 
This is a weak response because, although both characters are identified, the student does not answer the 
question as given. The student seems to remember a practice essay taken from a previous exam and has 
reformulated a question to fit that answer. The student develops yet another question for Juturna. 
Consequently, although the essay is well written, it does not answer the question the student was asked. 
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