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AP® LATIN LITERATURE
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question LL2
Overview

This question tested students’ understanding of Catullus 40 and 116 by asking them to discuss the ways in
which the poet confronts his acquaintances, Ravidus and Gellius respectively, and to determine what
these poems reveal about Catullus’s relationship with each addressee. The question also tested their
ability to analyze a Latin passage by requiring them to support their arguments with Latin citations from
throughout the passage.

Sample: 2A
Score: 6

This is an excellent essay. At the end of the first paragraph, the student clearly establishes the relationship
between Catullus and each of his two acquaintances (“Catullus’ confrontations with his acquaintances
reveals his rivalry with Ravidus over his lover, Lesbia, and his desire to resolve his conflict with Gellius”). In
the discussion of Poem 40, the student supports the analysis of the essay with Latin references that are
strong, confident, and properly cited. The student identifies the significance of iambs (“the traditional meter
for humiliation”); correctly renders line 6 including the important implications of qualubet; and clearly
establishes the rivalry between Catullus and Ravidus (lines 7-8). In the discussion of Poem 116, the student
captures the idea that Catullus has tried hard to appease Gellius and is now forced to change tactics. The
incorrect translation of line 6 does not spoil the overall interpretation of this poem. The student concludes
with a brief summary of the essay that succinctly and accurately establishes a connection between these
two poems.

Sample: 2B
Score: 4

This is an adequate essay with uneven discussion that focuses more on Poem 40 than on Poem 116. For
Poem 40, the student gives accurate discussion of the lines referenced, but several key couplets are
overlooked. For Poem 116, although the student renders a solid interpretation of lines 1-2 and line b, the rest
of the poem is not discussed and the allusion to Poem 64 does not address the question and detracts from the
focus of the essay.

Sample: 2C
Score: 3

Overall the student gave a limited response for this essay. Although for Poem 40 the student presents an
adequate discussion of the poem, the Latin support is weak and not properly cited—for example, when the
student writes, “Catullus does not understand what this man wants, but surmises that he seeks fame,” there
is no Latin anchor to support this statement. In discussing Poem 116, the student mischaracterizes the
relationship between the poet and Gellius as “violent” and gives inaccurate Latin support for several
statements.
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