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Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 

Writing: Paragraph Completion (Verbs) and Paragraph Completion (Non-Verbs) 
 
This part of the exam comprises two separate passages from authentic Italian sources. Each includes 10 
blanks for the student to fill in, which require that the student focus on the grammar of Italian. The first 
task addresses verbs, and the second focuses on nonverbal grammar.  

 
Writing: Paragraph Completion (Verbs) 

 
Overview 
 
The first task tests the ability to identify and write appropriate verbs. It comprises a passage, which 
provides a specific context, containing 10 blanks; for each blank there is a verbal infinitive. The student is 
allotted a total of 5 minutes to write the appropriate form of each verb. It is important to read the entire 
passage carefully and use the contextual information provided to determine the appropriate verb form. The 
response for each of the 10 blanks is scored individually but must be completely correct to receive credit; 
all 10 answers count equally in calculating the total score. Depending on the tense of the verb and whether 
or not it is reflexive, the correct answer may consist of one to three words. The AP Italian Language and 
Culture Course Description lists examples of types of verbal forms that may be tested in this task; of 
course, not all of these forms appear in any one passage. Among the verb forms tested in this year’s 
passage were indicative and subjunctive verb forms, present tense, passato prossimo, imperfetto, and 
infinitives. The topic of the passage was the history of the @ symbol.  
 
Sample: J 
Score: 7 
Correct: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8,      
Incorrect: 5, 9, 10 
 
This is a good example of a high score for this task. The student correctly uses indicative and subjunctive 
moods across most tenses. The score would have been higher, but the student does not use the infinitive 
as either a noun-substitute or after a preposition in numbers 5 and 9.  
 
Sample: OO 
Score: 5 
Correct: 1, 3, 6, 7, 9      
Incorrect: 2, 4, 5, 8, 10 
 
The student correctly uses present indicative (numbers 1 and 3), the passato prossimo (number 7), the 
imperfect (number 6), and an infinitive after a preposition (number 9). The subjunctive and reflexive, 
however, are not correctly identified or constructed (numbers 2 and 8).  
 
Sample: TT 
Score: 1 
Correct: 1       
Incorrect: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
This very low score shows student understanding of a simple present indicative; other verbs are either in 
the wrong mood (“è nato” for sia nato in number 2), spelled incorrectly, in the wrong tenses (“è stato” for 
era stato in number 6), or conjugated when they should have remained in the infinitive (“consultati” for 
consultare in number 5). 


