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Composition (cont’d)
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Directions: Write in Italian a well-organized and coherent composition of about 150 words on the topic below.
Imagine you are writing the composition to submit it to an Italian writing contest. You should take a few minutes to
organize your thoughts before you begin to write your composition. Your work will be evaluated for organization
and clarity, range and appropriateness of vocabulary, grammatical accuracy, and spelling.

(Suggested time — 30 minutes)

21. La vita cambia da una generazione all’altra. Paragona la vita di oggi a quella della generazione dei tuoi
genitori. Cosa pensi dei cambiamenti avvenuti? Come hanno migliorato o peggiorato la vita?

Giustifica la tua risposta con alcuni esempi specifici.
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AP® ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Writing: Composition
Overview

This task tests the ability to write a formal composition. It comprises a single prompt, which identifies a
topic, details aspects of the topic to address, and specifies that the response should be justified with some
specific examples. The student is allotted 30 minutes to write a composition of about 150 words. The
response receives a single holistic score based on the criteria outlined in the task directions.

The student must write a well-organized and coherent composition, as if he or she were submitting it to an
Italian writing contest. The work is evaluated for organization and clarity, range and appropriateness of
vocabulary, grammatical accuracy, and spelling. This year students were asked to compare life today with
that of their parents’ generation, discussing the changes and considering how life has improved or
become worse.

Sample: QQQ
Score: 9

This response earned 9 points because it demonstrates excellence in written expression. The composition
is relevant and thoroughly developed based on the prompt. It is also very coherent and well organized with
good examples that the student lists by paragraph, contributing to a very clear presentation. While there
are a few grammatical errors (“alla quale saremmo sempre grati”) and orthographical errors (“per avverci
fatto vivere”), the student uses a rich vocabulary (“era molto arretrata,” “rassicurarci’) and idiomatic
language (“velocita quasi supersonica,” “altrettanta velocita,” “Se sono fuori di casa,” “piti tardi del
previsto,” “lavorano in borsa,” “la nostra apertura mentale,” and “I miei amici dall’altra parte del mondo”).
There are several sentences with complex grammatical structures, including the gerund (“essendo sicura
che”), the si passivante (“ci si sente”), the impersonal si with ne pronoun (“se ne ha bisogno”), the
subjunctive (“evito che I miei genitori si preocupino”), and prepositions and the impersonal si (“noi
sappiamo di che si tratta”). The student writes in a very appropriate style and register.
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Sample: III
Score: 6

This response earned 6 points because it suggests competence in written expression. The composition is
adequately developed based on the prompt, even though there is occasionally faulty coherence and
organization (“Principalmente, la vita ha migliorato per tutti. Cambiarla da ogni generazione,” “Il tempo ha
cambiato & adesso”). Overall, the student uses mostly appropriate vocabulary with occasional interference
from another language (“tu non senti di uno studente,” “ottenere un futuro”) and occasional errors in basic
grammar regarding prepositions (“degli tanti studenti”), possessive adjectives (“il tuo decisione”), object
pronouns (“mi dirlo,” “ha imparato gli svantaggi quando non I’ha”), and an inappropriate subjunctive (“Mia
madre creda la stessa cosa”), all of which interefere minimally with comprehension. Style and register are
used appropriately as requested in the task directions; contributing to that style are the numerous transitional
elements pertaining to a more advanced level (“Principalmente,” “Per la maggior parte,” “Dunque”), although
these were not sufficient to raise the score.
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AP® ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Writing: Composition (continued)

Sample: PP
Score: 1

This response earned a 1 because it demonstrates a lack of competence in written expression. The
composition is undeveloped and has almost no relevance to the prompt; the writing is incoherent and
disorganized (“la donna giocare i sport. Videogiochi é molto populare”), which impedes comprehension.
Vocabulary is insufficient—the student repeats the verb “giocare,” and its incomplete form “giocato,” five
times in the half-page composition, and the rest of the vocabulary is inappropriate to the prompt. There is
no control of grammar and syntax (“Mia genitori vivuto molto differenze a un ragazzi”), and mistakes are
made with verbs (“vivuto,” “stato passiagiare,” “sono guardare,” “Mia genitori giocato”), definite and
indefinite articles (“un ragazzi,” “i macchini,” “i sport,” “Il shopping”), possessive adjectives (“Mia
genitori”), and subject—verb agreement (“la donna giocare,” “Videogiochi é”). These grammatical mistakes,

along with the pervasive errors in orthography, interfere significantly with comprehension.
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