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Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 

Essay: Question 31 
 
Overview 
 
The essay question allows students to demonstrate the level at which they can express themselves in 
written French while addressing a specified topic. Shrewd students will demonstrate what they do know, 
while avoiding what they are not sure of. This year’s question directed students to comment on the 
relative advantages and disadvantages of working on a project as a team, as opposed to working 
individually. 
 
Sample: 31AAA 
Score: 8 
 
This essay falls solidly into the “good control” category. The French flows nicely, and good transitions help 
make this a smooth read. Vocabulary is considerably sophisticated (“son propre style,” “La capacité de,” 
“efficaces,” and forms of éviter, rater, profiter de, etc.), despite some attempted expressions that fall flat (“la 
combinaison des têtes” or “une telle grande quantité d’effort”). Some very apt negations (“ne . . .  point,” 
“aucune . . .  ne”) add to the demonstration of competence and show rich vocabulary and well-controlled 
complex structures. Some errors in usage are related to prepositions or articles (“dépendent sur,” “pas de 
tout,” “je faisais l’athléticisme,” “autant puissance”). The student uses a nice variety of tenses and moods 
with few errors. However, there are occasional verb-related spelling problems and missed verb 
agreements, as well as verb formation problems (“Je me rapelle bien de plusieurs moments où, si mes amis 
n’avait pas était là, je n’aurait pas couru aussi”). While these errors do break up the ease of expression and 
kept the essay from receiving a score of 9, they are not sufficient to have brought it down to a 7. The 
thorough and detailed treatment of the topic also contributes to the score of 8. 
 
Sample: 31BBB 
Score: 6 
 
This essay is a good example of a 6, even though it seems to hover at times on the high side of “fair” and at 
other times on the low side of “good control,” with elements of a typical 5 in some paragraphs and some 
elements from the 7–8 score category in other paragraphs. The verbs work well overall—agreements are 
consistent. One very successful use of a hypothetical is impressive despite the vocabulary error (“Si j’étais 
la professeuse d’un cours . . .  je ferais une règle où tout le monde devait travailler”). There is a good past 
infinitive, several solid infinitive constructions, and a good subjunctive. Additionally, there are other 
complex structures used successfully. Verb errors include, for example, “Travaillant en groupes,” instead of 
Travailler. The student has considerable difficulty with comparisons and makes serious errors with 
prepositions (“connaître aux,” “écouter aux”) that keep the essay from reading smoothly overall. Some 
gender mistakes are also bothersome and kept the essay in the 5–6 category. There is some good 
vocabulary (more than just “apt”), but some unfortunate word choices occur in key places (“suces” and 
“professeuse,” for example). The topic is treated appropriately, which also helped to confirm that the essay 
earned a score of 6.  
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Essay: Question 31 (continued) 
 
Sample: 31CCC 
Score: 2 
 
This essay falls squarely into the “poor control” category. There is disconnected discourse, as the words 
are written without use of French syntax or regard for spelling and conjugations. Although they are 
sometimes used correctly, there is, on occasion, some confusion of the simple verbs avoir and être. The 
student writes “je travaille” correctly in the first paragraph, but then a form of the imperfect is used (for a 
reason that is unclear given the context) in the second paragraph. Verbs are often left in the infinitive. 
There is no consistency, and this essay does more than force interpretation. It forces decoding in such 
sentences as “On est très difficile à travail quand il fait beau”; “Quand tu travail avec nu, on n’est pas 
possible à finissait travail dans un peut [peet? put?] de temp”; and “Travail dans un group est beaucoup de 
individuel.” With the exception of cognates, the word le travail, and other words available in the question, 
there are spelling errors throughout the essay. This somewhat “convincing reference to the wording of the 
question” (as noted in the scoring guidelines) puts the essay into the “poor control,” rather than “no 
control,” category. “Error-free word sequences” such as “Quand je travaille avec les autres,” “Si je 
travaillais,” “il fait beau,” and “parce que tu as fini” brought the score up to a 2.  


