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Essay: Question 31 
 
9 Demonstrates  

Excellence 
STRONG CONTROL 
• Ease of expression marked by a good sense of idiomatic French. 
• Clarity of organization. 
• Accuracy and variety in vocabulary, grammar, and syntax, with a few 

errors. 
• Creative development of the topic may compensate for more language 

problems than this category normally allows. 
 

7–8 Demonstrates 
Competence 

GOOD CONTROL 
• Reads smoothly overall despite some errors in grammar and usage. 
• Evidence of organization. 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary. 
• Thorough treatment of the topic may compensate for more language 

problems than this category normally allows. 
 

5–6 Suggests 
Competence 

FAIR CONTROL 
• Easily comprehensible, with some signs of fluency and organization. 
• Correct use of simple grammatical structures with minor errors and/or 

less accurate use of more complex structures. 
• Some apt vocabulary. 
• Appropriate treatment of the topic may compensate for more language 

problems than this category normally allows. 
 

3–4 Suggests 
Incompetence 

WEAK CONTROL 
• Generally comprehensible but frequently forces interpretation on the 

part of the reader. 
• Little evidence of fluency. 
• Inaccuracies in grammatical structures and/or limited vocabulary 

throughout. 
• Contains some redeeming features. 
• Evidence of efforts to treat the topic. 
 

1–2 Demonstrates 
Incompetence 

POOR or NO CONTROL 
• Almost total lack of structural accuracy and/or vocabulary resources. 
• Unacceptable from most points of view. 
• A 2 may be distinguished from a 1 by having more error-free word 

sequences or more convincing reference to the wording of the 
question. 

 
0  A composition that is very clearly written on another topic. 

 
—  Blank or not written in French. 

 
As a general rule, essays containing no more than one page of normal-sized handwriting will not 
receive a score higher than 5. 
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Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 

Essay: Question 31 
 
Sample: 31AAAAA 
Score: 9 
 
From beginning to end, this essay demonstrates excellence. It has clear organization and even follows the 
order proposed by the formulation of the question. The sense of idiomatic French is undeniable, and there 
is ease of expression, which resembles that of a native speaker. (It does not matter whether or not this is a 
native speaker of French.) The level of writing is exceptional, with very few minor errors (for example, “ils 
nous faut franchir,” “nègatifs,” “à leur juste valeurs”). There is an awkward expression (“condition de vie . . .  
limitée”) and a somewhat surprising expression containing an accent error (“des conséquences 
dèsavantageuses). In some of the most complex parts of the essay, there are errors that give brief pause 
(“Quand un certain parent ayant traversé une enfance malheureuse, battu, ou abusé, cette personne peut 
avoir envie d’infliger le même sort aux siens”). What “battu” and “abusé” refer to is unclear. This in no way 
lowers this score from a 9, however. Due to the well-chosen examples, the essay is creative in its 
development and is excellent overall. 
 
Sample: 31BBBBB 
Score: 6 
 
This essay is easily comprehensible. With an introduction, two paragraphs (each dealing with a different 
example), and a conclusion, the response is well organized. There is often correct use of simple 
grammatical structures, and some are more complex constructions used correctly. The beginning of the 
essay is weak, with the missing subjunctive, several spelling errors, and a problem of adjective agreement. 
We do note good subject–verb agreement for many verbs in the present tense (“eux [sic] qui disent,” “on 
apprend,” “Les difficultés dans la vie se composent,” “on vit”), and the tense choices near the end of the 
second paragraph are good. The example of the chimpanzee is well integrated into the point that the 
student makes. The correct tenses make this possible even though there are other weaknesses in this part 
of the essay. The spelling errors are bothersome (“rélations familliares,” “fréqueutement,” “system”), and 
there are other problems, such as missing prepositions and relative pronouns, that keep this essay from 
reading smoothly. It earned a 6 because it shows fair control at the higher level of the category.  
 
Sample: 31CCCCC 
Score: 3 
 
This essay is generally comprehensible but received a low score because there is little evidence of fluency. 
In large part due to some recycling of the wording of the question, the general meaning of the essay can be 
understood. It vacillates between a 3 and a 4 without ever getting out of the “weak control” score category. 
There is a nice phrase (“La vie n’est pas une chose facile”), a creative phrase with errors (“cette personne 
va etre . . .  doux comme un agneau”), and a good sentence with a minor error (“Si tu n’as pas d’experience, 
tu n’as rien”). While there are some correctly conjugated verbs (forms of être and avoir, “on tombe,” “On 
dit”), there are also some striking errors in verb conjugations (the various uses of commettre, “on perde,” 
“On apprende,” “decouvertons”). Additionally, there are some negative constructions with errors (“n’a pas 
des difficultes,” “c’est possible de ne faire rien”). The main problem in this essay is that it frequently forces 
interpretation. There are difficulties with the use of prepositions (“beaucoup des,” “sans des”) as well as 
gender errors. The attempts at using the present participle (taken from the question) do not work. Overall, 
the essay suggests incompetence. It is in the lower part of the score category because of the abundance of 
errors that force interpretation and the paucity of vocabulary not taken from the question. 




