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AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 7
Overview

The intent of the question was to have students demonstrate knowledge about the impact of international
integration of economies on political debates in Great Britain and China. Students were required to
describe arguments for and against Great Britain adopting the European Union's single currency.
Students also were required to describe arguments for and against privatization of industry in China.

Sample: 7A
Score: 6

Part (a) earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing one argument in favor of Great Britain
adopting the European Union's single currency. The response provides a complete description of the value
of a single currency for Europe and its member states: promoting intra-European trade and strengthening
the position of “the EU as a major player in international trade” (1 point). The response then accurately
describes one argument against Great Britain adopting the single currency: the difficulties that a strong
economy suffers when “taking on all the shortcomings of other economies” (1 point).

In part (b) the response describes the British response to the issue of the single currency as rejection of the
euro (1 point).

In part (c) the response describes one argument in favor of privatization in China by stating that
competition fosters “increased product quality, and reduced price” (1 point). The response then describes
one argument against privatization by stating that, among other things, it would threaten China's
sovereignty and “lead to the downfall of Communism” (1 point).

In part (d) the response correctly describes China's response as “slowly privatizing industry” (1 point).

Sample: 7B
Score: 3

In part (a) the response describes one argument in favor of Great Britain adopting the European Union's
single currency, stating that this would improve “intra-European commerce with the UK,” in part by
eliminating the need for “currency exchanges, which would mean expidited [sic] commerce” (1 point). The
description of one argument against joining the single currency is based on the statement that the euro “is
valued less than the pound” (1 point).

In part (b) the response correctly describes the current British government'’s response, stating that while the
issue is currently being debated, the government has not yet taken action on the matter (1 point).

Part (c) did not earn any points. Rather than describing an argument in favor of privatization in China, the
response simply states that privatization “could lead to a big economic boom, which could help all of China.”
For the argument against privatization, the response states, “Whether or not economic success causes
democracy, or is a mere correlation, it seems that democracy will come.” This statement is a prediction rather
than a description of one argument in the debate over the privatization of industry in China.

Part (d) did not earn a point. The response states that “the government isn't getting the message” that
capitalism will lead to a situation in which “the government goes to the people.” This does not accurately
describe the response of the Chinese government to global pressures to privatize industry.
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Question 7 (continued)

Sample: 7C
Score: 1

No points were earned in part (a). Rather than describing an argument in favor of Great Britain adopting the
European Union's single currency, the response merely states that changes in the value of the euro “would
affect all of the nations that use it.” Similarly, the response states, “A reason to switch to [the euro] is that it
would be easier to have one currency across all of Europe, and not just in parts.” This is not an accurate
description of a current argument in favor of Great Britain adopting the European Union’s single currency.

In part (b) the response accurately describes the British response to the issue as “just avoiding it right now”
and refusing to adopt the euro (1 point).

Part (c) did not earn any points. For an argument against privatization, the response states that “the
government controls industry. It is easy to control the economy when the national government controls major
industry.” The argument for privatization says that doing so could improve China's “foreign relations.”
Neither of these statements correctly describes arguments for or against privatization in the current debate
over this issue in China.

Part (d) did not earn a point. The response states, “The Chinese government has not privatized industry.”
This is an incorrect description of the Chinese government's response to global pressures to privatize
industry.
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