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AP® CALCULUS AB
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2
Overview

This problem gave students a function that modeled the rate, in cars per hour, at which cars turn left at a given
intersection. In part (a) students had to use the definite integral to find the total number of cars that turned left in
a given time period. In part (b) students had to use their graphing calculators to find the time interval during
which the rate equaled or exceeded 150 cars per hour and then compute the average value of the rate over this
time interval. Part (c) described a condition that would require the installation of a traffic signal at an intersection
and asked students to decide if a signal was necessary at this particular intersection. Students could do this in
several ways. For example, students could recognize that a signal would be required if the number of cars that
turn left over a two-hour time interval exceeds 400 cars and then find an appropriate interval. Or students might
recognize that a signal would be required if the average value of the rate at which cars turn left over any two-hour
time interval exceeds 200 cars per hour. Since the rate itself exceeds 200 cars per hour during the interval

13.253 < t < 15.324, the average value of the rate will also exceed 200 cars per hour during this time interval of

length greater than two hours, and thus a signal would be required.

Sample: 2A
Score: 9

The student earned all 9 points. In part (c) all 4 points were earned for a correct argument based on the value of the
integral of L(r) over a two-hour period.

Sample: 2B
Score: 6

The student earned 6 points: 2 points in part (a), 2 points in part (b), and 2 points in part (c). In part (a) the student
provides the correct definite integral and its correct evaluation to the nearest whole number, which earned both
points. In part (b) the student determines the correct interval, which earned the first point, and provides the correct
average value setup to earn the second point. The third point was not earned because the units given for the
computed average value are not correct. In part (c) the student earned the first point for observing that 400 left turns
in a two-hour interval are needed. The second point was earned for correctly identifying the interval on which

L(t) =2 200. The student never compares the length of the given interval to 2 and thus did not earn the third point.

The student was not eligible for the fourth point.

Sample: 2C
Score: 4

The student earned 4 points: 2 points in part (a), 1 point in part (b), and 1 point in part (c). In part (a) the student
provides the correct definite integral and its correct evaluation to the nearest whole number, which earned both
points. In part (b) the upper limit for the student’s interval is not correct in the third decimal place, so the first
point was not earned. The second point was earned for the average value setup since the student provides the
correct value for the given integral, divided by the length of the interval. The third point was not earned because
the student rounds the answer to the first decimal place instead of the required three. In part (c) the first point was
earned for the observation that the product of the total number of cars turning left and 500 needs to be greater
than 200,000. The student does not consider a two-hour interval, so no further points were earned.
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