AP® ART HISTORY
2006 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 7

Left slide: Meret Oppenheim, Object, 1936.
Right slide: Blank

7. This work is representative of which art historical movement? Explain how the work is representative
of that movement. (b minutes)

Background:

Meret Oppenheim’s Object (Le Déjeuner en fourrure) is a key example of the incongruous disquieting
objects the Surrealists delighted in creating and exhibiting. When Object was shown at the Surrealist
exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1937, visitors selected it as the quintessential
Surrealist symbol. The accidental catalyst for Object is thought to have been a café conversation between
Oppenheim and Pablo Picasso. After seeing Oppenheim’s fur-covered jewelry, Picasso allegedly remarked
that one could cover just about anything with fur. Oppenheim replied, “Even this cup and saucer,” and
proceeded to do so.

Students have two tasks:
(1) They must identify Surrealism as the art historical movement with which the work is associated.
(2) They must explain how the work is representative of that movement.

The explanation of how the work is representative of the Surrealist movement may include:
e [t embodies the notion of metamorphosis or alchemical transformation that makes ordinary things
suddenly appear unfamiliar and disorienting as if experienced in a dream state.
e Oppenheim transforms an ordinary, functional cup, saucer, and spoon into an indeterminate fur-
covered object that simultaneously attracts and repels the viewer.

e Psychically disquieting and erotically charged, this incongruous object is a bizarre assemblage of
the domestic and the savage that defies all logic.

e Like other Surrealist works, Object seeks to express or liberate the unconscious and generate a
dreamlike state of surreality.

e This disquieting anthropomorphic hybrid exemplifies the Surrealist penchant for transgressive
humor, automatism, word play, and illogical juxtapositions.
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AP® ART HISTORY
2006 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 7 (continued)
Scoring Criteria
Score Scale 04

4 Identifies the work as Surrealist and explains why it is representative of that movement with a high
degree of specificity and no significant errors.

3 Identifies the work as Surrealist and explains why it is representative of that movement with a fair
degree of specificity; the explanation may contain errors.

OR

Identifies the work as Dadaist and explains why it is representative of that movement with a high
degree of specificity and no significant errors.

2 Identifies the work as Surrealist, but the explanation is weak, without focus, and contains
significant errors.

OR

Identifies the work as Dadaist and explains why it is representative of that movement with a fair
degree of specificity; the explanation may contain errors.

1 Identifies the work as Surrealist or Dadaist but makes no other points of merit.
OR
Fails to identify the work as Surrealist or Dadaist, but the explanation is otherwise a 2.

0 Makes an attempt, but the response is without merit because it restates the question or contains
only incorrect or irrelevant statements.

— Indicates a nonresponse, such as a blank paper, crossed-out words, or personal notes.
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7. This work is representative of which art historical movement? Explain how the work is representative of that
movement. (5 minutes)

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
-20-
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7. This work is representative of which art historical movement? Explain how the work is representative of that
movement. (5 minutes)
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7. This work is representative of which art historical movement? Explain how the work is representative of that
movement. (5 minutes)

% “AfThiTec S

Vhlh WarK i meml of  the Dnda  Movement-
e  wy and  Saucen s “\ne__with fur yhich ¢ ch2y

The Dtu{m movelnent mﬂaccﬂ/ +__be _againgt ngﬁn%_\m
Wai A cocinl m/ugﬁco ete: pada ahé/ infended o dap the

painctorche Vo€ nada because

\jeWwel~  n ‘H’Z -‘)ch and q,%ﬁ’ﬂ__t&ﬂﬂ‘g__dﬂj e

it s FEh'W\DlU ami meanc  hathingy % o gimply e

euse  the \I\QWCJF o FePledt o})/ the zﬂbQMMit‘L of

Medotn s and  World  War T-

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
-20-

© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



AP® ART HISTORY
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 7
Overview

The intent of this question was to place Meret Oppenheim’s Fur Object (1936) within the art historical
movement of Surrealism and to explain how it represented that movement. Students were not asked to
describe or to list the characteristics of Surrealism but to explain how this work specifically represented it.
Surrealism is one of the most significant twentieth-century art historical movements, and Meret
Oppenheim’s sculpture one of the most significant objects of that movement. This is the only essay
question on this exam located fully in the twentieth century, and it should remind students and teachers
alike that the modern period is a significant part of the AP Art History curriculum that cannot be ignored
or eliminated without serious consequences for students.

Sample: 7A
Score: 4

This essay identifies the work as Surrealist with a high degree of specificity. It discusses the Surrealist
ploy of juxtaposing disparate materials in order to challenge normative expectations. The fact that the
work references the dream state with its sense of irrationality, another Surrealist tactic, is also mentioned.

Sample: 7B
Score: 3

This essay identifies the work as Surrealist with a fair degree of specificity. The student cites a lack of
realism and a “dreamlike” quality as the result of accessing the unconscious store of images. While it
states that the work takes an ordinary tea set and transforms it with fur, the essay contains some errors.

Sample: 7C
Score: 2

The work is identified as Dada with a fair degree of specificity. The essay discusses the rebellious nature
of the Dada movement in the aftermath of World War I as a means of protesting social injustice and
questioning the nature of reality.
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