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Question 5 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to have students examine modern architecture from a visual, technical, 
and functional standpoint. The question asked students to identify the architect, Louis Sullivan, and to 
analyze how the innovations of the building led to the development of the modern skyscraper. Since the 
Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Building was, and is, a department store, the question required students 
to analyze how visual and technical innovations, and new display elements in Sullivan’s design, were used 
in later skyscraper design. Students were not asked to describe the characteristics of the early 
skyscraper—they had to use and apply their knowledge, not simply repeat it.  
 
Sample: 5A  
Score: 4 
 
This essay identifies the architect as Louis Sullivan. It notes that the use of steel allows “for a stronger, 
more stable building” that could be built “much higher” than past structures. Furthermore, with the 
support of steel and reinforced concrete, more windows were possible. The essay points out that the 
elevator was a critical innovation that allowed people “to get to the top floor [of a building] with ease,” 
thereby making the upper floors usable. 
  
Sample: 5B 
Score: 3 
 
This essay fails to correctly name the architect of this building. It begins with a discussion of reinforced 
concrete but moves quickly to identify steel as the material that makes taller buildings possible and safe. It 
notes that steel makes it “possible to open up the walls for windows” and further explains that the 
windows are necessary because this building is a department store. The use of Art Nouveau decoration on 
the bottom level and the more plain decoration on the upper levels accurately reveal the building’s interior 
plan. 
 
Sample: 5C  
Score: 2 
 
This essay fails to correctly identify the architect of this building. The first half of the response addresses 
the height of the building as key to the development of the modern skyscraper. The second half addresses 
the large windows as part of this building and of modern skyscrapers in general. 
 
 


