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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
This question asked students to name and date the Kritios Boy (circa 480 B.C.E.), to explain how the 
sculpture differed from earlier sculptures in the same tradition, and to support their explanation by 
comparing it to one other earlier sculpture. The first part of the question was a simple identification of a 
major work of art. The intent was to have students discuss the Kritios Boy as a significant transitional work 
compared to earlier kouroi sculptures. Thus, knowledge of the name (as a specific kouros) and date (as 
around 480 B.C.E. or as described by some major historical events or movements of the time) were 
important in order to contextualize the piece. Students were expected to use knowledge actively to explain 
visual change.  
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 4 
 
This essay correctly names the statue as Kritios Boy, provides the exact date of 480–450 B.C.E., and states 
that it is from the Early Classical period. The essay discusses how Kritios Boy differs from the earlier kouroi 
and mentions the Kroisos of Anavysos specifically. Salient points in the discussion include the 
replacement of the Archaic smile with a “calm and serene” facial expression, the more natural proportions, 
and the contrapposto stance. The student concludes that all of this results in a work that is less rigid and 
frontal than the earlier work. While the discussion is rather brief, it is to the point and includes all the 
relevant information.  
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 3 
 
The student correctly names and dates the work as Kritios Boy from the Early Classical period of Greece, 
although the period is identified as “500–600 AD.” The essay discusses the development of the 
contrapposto stance and the “more natural” appearance of the sculpture as compared to earlier kouroi. 
While the earlier kouroi are discussed in general, no specific work is mentioned, so the essay earned a 3. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
This essay does not specifically name the statue and gives only “Classical Greek” for the date. It accurately 
describes some of the most relevant changes from the earlier kouroi, namely the contrapposto pose and the 
less conventional appearance. But the essay is mostly descriptive and makes no attempt at analysis. 
 
 


