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AP® ART HISTORY
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 1

Overview

This 30-minute question asked students to identify fully two works of art (a least one work had to be from
beyond the European tradition) and to explain how and why each work used representations of the natural
world or motifs from nature. The question did not ask for a description of each work of art. It did ask
students to think critically and use knowledge in an active way to explain how natural forms were used
and to argue why they were used in specific works of art—perhaps in ways the students had not
considered before entering the exam room. (This was the first year in which the possible topics for this
question were not announced in advance.)

Sample: 1A
Score: 9

The essay selects two good examples and identifies them fully. The natural elements found in each
painting, such as the “shimmering” light in the Constable and the “exotic fruit” and “epic lightning” of the
Krishna and Radha love scene are described in detail. The essay presents a sophisticated analysis of the
cultural meaning of the natural elements in the paintings and places them within broader contexts:
Romanticism and idealization of the countryside in Constable, and a lush setting that contributes to the
spark between human and divine lovers in the painting of Radha and Krishna.

Sample: 1B
Score: 5

The essay selects two examples and identifies them fully. As both examples are from the European
tradition, the essay could only be scored on the merits of its strongest discussion, Poussin's Burial of
Phocion. This discussion presents a sophisticated understanding of Poussin’s use of nature to create a
balanced, harmonious, and rational image that is foundational to the French Academic style, the greater
context alluded to in this essay. Therefore this essay earned a 5, the highest score possible for essays that
discuss only one appropriate choice.

Sample: 1C
Score: 3

The essay selects two examples and identifies them, but the identification is not specific, and only one of
the examples seems to be an appropriate choice. The discussion has confused the point of the question,
which was to explore depictions of nature or natural motifs, with naturalism. The discussion of Calder’s
sculpture is brief and general, but the student recognizes the artist’'s intention to depict subjects from the
natural world in an abstract manner. The imbalanced and general discussion earned this essay a 3.
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