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Question 1 
 
1.  Representations of the natural world or motifs from nature are found in the art of all times and places. 

  Choose and fully identify two appropriate works of art from two different cultures. One of your choices 
must be from beyond the European tradition.  

  Explain why and how each work uses representations of the natural world or motifs from nature. (30 
minutes) 

 
Background: 
Representations of the natural world are present in every culture and time period. Students must select 
two appropriate works that illustrate representations of the natural world from a broad range of periods, 
cultures, and art forms. Students are asked to analyze images and objects representative of the natural 
world within their original contexts.    
 
Better essays address why and how contextual concerns impact the function and design of works of art 
inspired by the natural world. These contextual concerns include but are not limited to religious, political, 
social, traditional, scientific, philosophical, literary, and technological factors. These essays demonstrate an 
understanding of the difference between representations of the natural world and naturalistic 
representation.   

 
Weaker essays describe works of art rather than analyze them. They provide a description of naturalistic 
qualities in works of art but they lack a discussion of representations of the natural world or motifs from 
nature.  
 
Student have three tasks:  

(1)  They must fully identify two works of art that use representations from the natural world or 
motifs from nature, one of which must come from beyond the European tradition. According to the 
Course Description, “beyond the European tradition” refers to non-European cultures including 
Africa (beyond Egypt), the Americas, Asia, Egypt, ancient Near East, Oceania, and Global Islamic 
traditions. A full identification links a specific work of art to its maker, culture, and/or art historical 
period or movement. 

(2)  They must explain why each work uses representations of the natural world or motifs from nature.  
(3) They must explain how each work represents the natural world or motifs from nature.  
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Question 1 (continued) 
 

Scoring Criteria 
 
Score Scale 0–9 
 
9–8  Fully identifies two appropriate works of art that use representations from the natural world or 

motifs from nature. At least one of these works must come from beyond the European tradition.  
Provides a complete discussion of why and how each work of art uses representations of the 
natural world or motifs from nature. The lower score is earned when an answer contains some 
imbalance or has minor errors of fact or interpretation.  

  
7–6  Fully identifies two appropriate works of art that use representations from the natural world or 

motifs from nature. At least one of these works must come from beyond the European tradition. 
Discussion addresses why and may discuss how but is less cogent and complete than a 9–8 
essay. The lower score is earned when an answer is notably unbalanced or contains errors 
significant enough to weaken the discussion.  

 
5   The highest score an essay can earn if it deals with one appropriate choice fully and correctly.  

 
OR 
 
Identifies two appropriate works of art that use representations of the natural world or motifs from 
nature. At least one of these works must come from beyond the European tradition. Identification 
may be incomplete or faulty. Discussion may address how and/or why, may be unbalanced, and 
may contain errors that confuse the argument.  

 
4–3  Identifies two works of art that use representations from the natural world or motifs from nature.  

At least one of these works must come from beyond the European tradition. Identification may be 
incomplete or faulty, and choices may be inappropriate. Discussion may address how and/or why 
and may be unbalanced. The lower score is earned when the essay is notably descriptive, lacks 
meaningful discussion, or contains significant errors.   

 
2–1 Identification is incomplete and/or inappropriate. If choices are appropriate, there is minimal 

discussion. Or, if only one appropriate choice is presented, the discussion is incomplete and 
inaccurate. The lower score is earned when there is no discussion of merit.  

 
0 Makes an attempt, but the response is without merit because it restates the question, includes no 
 identifiable choices, or makes only incorrect or irrelevant statements.  
 
— Indicates a nonresponse, such as a blank paper, crossed-out words, or personal notes.  
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
This 30-minute question asked students to identify fully two works of art (a least one work had to be from 
beyond the European tradition) and to explain how and why each work used representations of the natural 
world or motifs from nature. The question did not ask for a description of each work of art. It did ask 
students to think critically and use knowledge in an active way to explain how natural forms were used 
and to argue why they were used in specific works of art—perhaps in ways the students had not 
considered before entering the exam room. (This was the first year in which the possible topics for this 
question were not announced in advance.)  
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 9 
 
The essay selects two good examples and identifies them fully. The natural elements found in each 
painting, such as the “shimmering” light in the Constable and the “exotic fruit” and “epic lightning” of the 
Krishna and Radha love scene are described in detail. The essay presents a sophisticated analysis of the 
cultural meaning of the natural elements in the paintings and places them within broader contexts: 
Romanticism and idealization of the countryside in Constable, and a lush setting that contributes to the 
spark between human and divine lovers in the painting of Radha and Krishna. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 5 
 
The essay selects two examples and identifies them fully. As both examples are from the European 
tradition, the essay could only be scored on the merits of its strongest discussion, Poussin’s Burial of 
Phocion. This discussion presents a sophisticated understanding of Poussin’s use of nature to create a 
balanced, harmonious, and rational image that is foundational to the French Academic style, the greater 
context alluded to in this essay. Therefore this essay earned a 5, the highest score possible for essays that 
discuss only one appropriate choice. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 3 
 
The essay selects two examples and identifies them, but the identification is not specific, and only one of 
the examples seems to be an appropriate choice. The discussion has confused the point of the question, 
which was to explore depictions of nature or natural motifs, with naturalism. The discussion of Calder’s 
sculpture is brief and general, but the student recognizes the artist’s intention to depict subjects from the 
natural world in an abstract manner. The imbalanced and general discussion earned this essay a 3. 




